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Now streaming: ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’

WCHS actors follow Covid-19 protocols to present classic holiday play via video
By Palmer Whiston
The fall musical cast of “It’s a
Wonderful Life” has, for the first time
in WCHS history, taped their show
for virtual streaming release from
Dec. 1 through Dec. 24 on the WCHS
Musical Webpage.
The show can be downloaded for
a one-time $15 fee.
Choir instructor Lara Reem said
the musical was chosen for two reasons: “First, we have hoped for years
to do a holiday-themed show and,
second, the facts that show was developed in response to Covid-19 protocols and is a familiar show to many
made it an easy choice,” Reem said.
“‘It’s a Wonderful Life” was
originally written as a stage play with
no ‘social-distancing’ limitations in
staging and blocking,” Reem said.
“When it was re-created in response
to the pandemic, it was staged as a
radio play. That means the characters were seated in chairs 6-feet apart
as they filmed. Each character came
up to a microphone to perform their
parts. Also, the play was made to accommodate a smaller cast with actors playing multiple parts, a strategy
that reduced the number of people on
stage.”
Reem explained that WCHS did
have to pay for the rights to the show.
“We had to obtain approval and
pay copyright fees for each song in
the show,” Reem said. “Expense-

FOLEY ARTISTS— Sophomore Thomas Schnelle, senior Maddie Brod and junior Ella Yocum record sound
effects for the “It’s a Wonderful Life.” The show may be streamed through Dec. 24 on the WCHS Musical Webpage.
Photo provided by Richard Burk

wise, it cost us as much as a regular
year.”
The show centers on George
Bailey, who struggles with so many
problems that he thinks of ending it
all. Bailey’s angel, Clarence, appears
and takes him on a journey through
time, showing him what his town
would look like if he indeed had not
been born.

Future ‘remote learning days’
to include synchronous learning
By Olivia Tilton
WCHS staff and students utilized
Google Meets, which is Google’s
Enterprise video conferencing software for synchronous learning, on
Dec. 8 and 9. Both morning and
afternoon school sessions were
present at the same time.
The new Enterprise program was
purchased to use add ons such as the
“raising hand” and “breakout rooms”
features, according to Hollly Davis,
technology director.
This day acted as a “practice run”
in case WCHS was moved to remote
learning, according to Davis.
“I wanted to make sure people
had practice to support synchronous
learning,” Davis said.

“Synchronous learning refers to all
types of learning in which learner(s)
and instructor(s) are in the same
place, at the same time, in order for
learning to take place. This includes
in-person classes, live online meetings when the whole class or smaller
groups get together.”
The purchase of the new Google
Meets Enterprise program was a main
reason for practicing synchronous
learning.
Staff and students could find out
what problems occurred and then
learn how to remedy them if the
problems happen again.
We had a lot of little things to troubleshoot,” Davis said. She added that
the “practice run” was a success.

Senior Madeline Brod, who played
one of the “foley” [a reproduction of
sounds] artists in the show spoke of
the drastic difference in rehearsal environments from past years.
“Rehearsals were very different
this year with several of them being
virtual,” Brod said. “Everyone wore
masks and remained six feet apart
at all times. Only one group was al-

lowed in Washington’s Five Points
Auditorium at a time.
“Actors, pit crew, choir members
and each dance group rehearsed separately. It was weird not knowing what
half the show looked like and never
hearing the pit.”
Reem added that the way in which
audience members view the musical
this year – through streaming on their

computer, smartphone, television,
etc., – truly is unlike any other way
of presenting the show and it required
lots of work behind the scenes to
make the production possible.
“When filming, we did multiple
takes rather than one whole runthrough of the play that an in-person
audience would see,” Reem said.
“This allowed for close up shots and
wide shots to include everyone.”
Coordinator Lisa Stout explained
the difficulties the cast faced and how
they overcame them to prevail.
“We also had to deal with Covid-19 quarantines from both the
students and directing staff,” Stout
said. “Props, backdrops and costumes were built, made and decorated by our students. Mrs. Carol Wilson [retired WCHS creative fashions
teacher] made some of the costumes
herself and rented others from local
theatres.”
Sophomore Katherine Leman
played “Mary Bailey,” one of the lead
roles in the musical.
“I did a lot of practice alone,” Leman said. “It’s very difficult to play
off costars when you can neither see
their faces nor have physical contact.
“Perfecting the radical emotions –
such as moving from adoration to
frustration – were difficult when I
couldn’t play off the expressions of
my castmates.”
(Continued on Page 3)

Close presidential election disputed
By Olivia Tilton
Democratic candidate Joe Biden
won the 2020 presidential race with
a total of 306 electoral votes and
80,238,952 popular votes. Republican President Donald Trump received
232 electoral votes and 73,965,176
popular votes.
This polarized election has kept
some Americans in an anxious
“waiting game,” because the vote
tallies were very close and disputed
in several key states.
“As of Friday morning, Nov.
6, I have noticed some frustration
on social media that we do not yet
know for sure who will be President
in January,” Joanna Allen, history
teacher, said.
With the concerns that come
with waiting for the results, polling

locations were still counting mail-in
ballots.
“This year is unprecedented in the
number of mail-in ballots due to Covid-19,” Allen said. “Some states have
laws restricting the count of mail-in
ballots until polls close on election
day. In years past that has not impacted the time that we have a clear
winner in this way because there are
fewer mail-in votes to be counted.”
The record number of mail-in ballots is a contributing factor to why the
results took so long to come out. The
Covid-19 pandemic has even caused
some students to refrain from in-person voting.
“I simply do not want to get the
Covid-19 virus,” Ashley Tilton, senior, said.
Tilton did not want to risk

potentially contracting the virus
while going to the polls because
multiple people are going inside at
once. She proceeded to mail in her
ballot weeks before the election.
Since a presidential election only
comes around once every four years,
history teachers are taking an initiative to discuss other elections and the
importance of them.
“On the Wednesday following the
election, our classes happened to be
learning about the Election of 1824,”
Eric Schermerhorn, history teacher,
said. “This election makes 2020 and
all of its controversy seem mild. Andrew Jackson won the Electoral
College and popular vote that
year, but he ended up losing in an
incredible coup in the U. S. House of
(Continued on Page 7)
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WCHS parking lot becomes site for Covid-19 testing
By Caden Wright
The WCHS student parking lot on
Wilmor Road became a mobile testing site over the Thanksgiving holiday break. With Covid-19 on the rise
again, an easily accessible testing site is
helpful.
WCHS superintendent Dr. Kyle
Freeman, said that the testing was
provided by state services such as the
IDPH and the TCHD.
“I was contacted by TCHD. We
worked with them to finalize a location
that worked for them and anyone who
desires to get a test,” Freeman said.
“Will life ever return to normal?”
This is a question many may be asking
themselves as government officials
announce more Covid-19 mandates
that will be put in place for the general
public’s safety.
Currently, a huge surge in the number of Covid-19 cases in America have
been causing overcrowding in hospitals and more “shutdowns” and “restrictions” in businesses, schools and
other community venues.
There’s no doubt that Coronavirus
is on the rise once again, with a

growing record of new cases almost
daily.
By Dec. 12, more than 3,000 people
were dying every day in the United
States from surging Covid-19 cases.
Locally, some WCHS students and
staff are wondering whether the school
will return to virtual learning.
Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker held a
press conference on Nov. 17 and announced that indoor dining as well
as movie theatres temporarily will be
shut down. However, outdoor seating
at restaurants will remain available. He
had not yet made a statement about the
status of schools across the state and
whether they would remain in-person
learning or convert to online learning
at home.
Lauren Cirillo, a WCHS freshman,
expressed her concern.
“I’m not happy about it,” she said.
“I do not believe the governor should
have a right to take away our ability
to learn in-person,” Cirillo said. “It’s a
choice. I don’t want to spend my days
depressed like I was while doing online
learning. I need to be with friends, to
socialize and to live my life. I won’t let

Covid-19 or Pritzker stop it.”
Students aren’t the only ones who
are eager to remain in school, Spanish
teacher Lora Carrillo expressed excitement about remaining in-person since
the 2020-21 school year began in midAugust.
“I thought we would have been
shut down by now, so I have been
pleasantly surprised,” Carillo said.
Many students and teachers would
like the option of in-person learning.
Parent Kim Knapp agrees with student Lauren Cirillo that it should be
the parents’ choice as to whether their
child remains learning in the traditional classroom environment.
“Current guidelines that are in
place for my children; overall, I feel
they are safe,” she said.
President Donald J. Trump, said
that Pfizer and other drug companies
have developed a vaccine for the virus,
and he wants them to distribute the
vaccines immediately.
With cases of Covid-19 in Illinois
and throughout the nation surging, the
announcement that vaccines are now
being distributed may be a big step

ON-SITE COVID-19 TESTING— The WCHS junior parking lot on Wilmor
Road became a drive-thru Covid-19 testing site on Nov. 21 and 22. Photo by
Savannah Thomas

toward getting lives back to normal.
Dr. Anthony Faucci, the nation’s
widely recognized expert on Covid-19,
said he doesn’t believe the vaccine will
be mandatory.
Many people are worried about

possible negative side effects of the
vaccine, even though studies and tests
of the vaccines have shown few side
effects.
Officials are hoping people will
not be afraid to take the vaccine.

PRCBA names Grace Liening ‘Bowling Star of Tomorrow’

BOWLER HONORED— Junior
Grace Liening won a top award from
the Peoria River City Bowling Assoc.

By Jack Evans
WCHS junior Grace Liening has
been awarded the “2020 Peoria River
City Bowling Association Star of
Tomorrow” honor.
The award recognizes a youth
bowler for the PRCA that shows
great skill and dedication on the lanes
and in the classroom and serving the
community as well.
Liening has been bowling at Plaza
Lanes in Washington for the past eight
years, in bowling leagues and for personal recreation.
“Bowling has been something I
enjoyed doing with my friends and
family before I really became more
involved with it,” Liening said.

She placed 2nd in her division at the
Hilda E. Schroeder Youth Invitational
Tournament in 2019, placed 1st in the
Walt Kuykendall Prince Tournament
and 2nd in the Walt Kuykendall
Princess Tournament and won her
division in singles and doubles at the
2019 PRC Youth Championship.
The PRCA Star of Tomorrow
receives a $500 scholarship from the
PRCA, and it reflects not only skill
on the lanes but also shows what
the bowler does to help the local
community when he or she is not
bowling.
Liening has a long list of places
where she volunteers to help school
and community projects.

“I’ve
volunteered
through
organizations
like
Washington
Snackpack, Midwest Food Bank and
the United Way. I think it is really
important to give back and help
improve the community, so I do make
an effort to volunteer in a variety of
ways,” Liening said.
Washington Snackpack is a
program that helps feed students
in need of food at Washington area
schools.
The versatile Liening is also involved in varsity cross country, varsity
track, scholastic bowl, class executive
board, dance and color guard.
Liening says she is unsure whether
she will continue bowling in college,

but she said it is probable that she
could continue bowling on her scholarship.
“I work hard in everything that I
do,” Liening said.
A future in bowling is not unlikely
for Liening when looking at a list of
her accomplishments.
Although bowling has brought
Liening a scholarship and many
awards, bowling may mean something
more to her than what she originally
enjoyed as a fun hobby.
Liening said that bowling has
impacted her with many life lessons.
“Bowling has taught me perseverance and to continually set new goals
to [pursue and achieve],” Liening said.

By Kile Boyle
The building located at 1896
Washington Road in Washington, was
demolished to make room for a new
gas station.
Beck’s Phillips 66 Flagship
Station will be opening May 1, 2021.
It is not only a gas station, it’s also a
convenience store and car wash.
Beck Oil Company of Illinois
purchased the property this fall from
Roland and Melody Campbell, owners
of much of the undeveloped land
south of the Beck Oil development,
according to Jon Oliphant, Washington
City Planner.
“The company (Beck Oil) has
been wanting to have a new location
in Washington for the last few years,”
Oliphant said. “It took some time for
them to identify the right property and
to complete the purchase of the land.”
Oliphant said he is excited about the
new business coming to Washington.
“We are always interested in any
new businesses that show an interest
in locating in Washington,” Oliphant
said. “In the case of this particular
business, they see an opportunity in
the Washington market that will allow
them to be successful.”
According to their website, Beck’s
also has a variety of menu items, from
fried chicken and waffle fries to pizza

and pasta.
Oliphant admits that the current
economic climate as a result of the
Covid-19 pandemic causes some
uncertainty.
“This makes it tougher for new
businesses to open and for some of
the existing businesses to flourish,”
Oliphant said.
“Business Route 24 will be
reconstructed in the next 3-5 years,”
Oliphant said.
The road is owned and maintained
by the Illinois Department of
Transportation.
“Governor Pritzker included the
reconstruction of Business Route 24
in the State’s 5-year capital that was
announced last fall,” Oliphant said.
“This will be for much of, if not the
entire, length of the road from the east
city limits to where it joins US 24.”
Oliphant said the project will
consist of a full reconstruction of
the road with new curbing and
gutters, drainage improvements, new
pedestrian accommodations, utility
relocations, and Americans With
Disabilities Act improvements.
Oliphant said the State funding is
in place for this project.
“Now, it’s just a matter of
determining exactly when the project
will start,” Oliphant said. “The

engineering, land acquisition and
utility relocations will likely take
about two years to complete before the
construction can occur.”
He added that construction will
likely begin in 2023 or 2024.
“This will provide for both a much
nicer looking corridor and a passageway that will have modern infrastructure that will better support additional
new business development in the future,” Oliphant said.
He added that statewide, business
closures due to the devastating impact
of the pandemic have made it difficult
for business owners to survive the
economic consequences of lost
revenue and more restrictive Covid-19
regulations.
“We hope all of the businesses
will be able to remain open,” Oliphant
said,” but the reality is that there
has been and will continue to be a
substantial impact to all businesses,
“It is unknown which existing
businesses may still be open at the
same point next year,” Oliphant said.
“There is no guidebook for how to deal
with a global pandemic, and everyone
is doing their best to survive this.”
According to the fortune.com
website, nearly 100,000 American
businesses have permanently shut
down during the pandemic.

Beck Oil Co. to open new station in Washington

OPENING MAY 2021— Beck’s Phillips 66 flagship station is set
to open May 1. The company recently opened the station shown above in
Princeville. Washington’s new gas station will look just like the Princeville
station, according to Heather Raffelson, director of marketing. Photo provided
by Heather Raffelson

BECK’S BREAKS GROUND—
Construction has begun at the future
Washington site. Photo by Kile Boyle

MUCH TO OFFER— Beck’s
Washington building will look like
Princeville location pictured above.
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Life Skills course offers full-day instruction
By Olivia Tilton
The Covid-19 pandemic and its
safety restrictions have not stopped
the Life Skills program at WCHS from
beneficial, in-person learning.
The Academic Life Skills and Developmental program focuses on functional life skills in the areas of reading,
math, community, and vocational living.
The transition program focuses on
young adult life, such as daily living,
personal life, community living, and
vocational living, according to the
WCHS Program of Studies, which describes class options.
Each day, 21 life skills students arrive at WCHS at 9 a.m. and leave at 2
p.m.
“Our students stay an entire day,
because they get so much more from
in-person learning,” Jillian Wood, special education teacher, said. “There
is a lot of discussion and modeling
of skills that can’t always be done
through a ‘Google meet.’”
In addition to having a longer
school day compared to other in-person learners, the life skills program
classroom expanded. Room 117, Lisa
Stout’s old room, is now a classroom
for their program.
“The bigger classroom has been
such a blessing,” Wood said. “We have
so much stuff that we are now able to
spread out. The back half of the classroom is used for card production, and
the front half is used for classroom instruction.”
Learning has a different look this

year when compared to pre-pandemic
years.
“We never used Chromebooks in
the classroom until this year, so teaching from Google Classroom and having everything presented in an online
format has been challenging,” Wood
said. “However, I think I have a good
system down now, and I have been
able to find virtual interactive content
to use with the class.”
Due to safety restrictions and
guidelines, hands-on activities can no
longer be done in the classroom. Everything is now on a computer.
“We used to do a lot of hands-on
activities and job tasks to help prepare
[students] for adulthood and independence. This included work boxes,
job experiences inside and outside of
school, grocery shopping, cooking,
etc.,” Nicole Dunker, special education teacher, said.
With work opportunities being
gone, new learning opportunities
can arise. Before, most assignments
in Mrs. Sollberger’s classes were
on Chromebooks only a few times a
week. They are now utilized every
day in the classroom.
“This has its advantages and disadvantages, but while we may lose
some content instruction time due
troubleshooting technology, I feel
my students are gaining much needed
technology skills,” Kelsea Sollberger,
special education teacher, said.
Community activities that would
have occurred in a normal year cannot
happen this year.

This includes operating their coffee
shop, Panther Perk, and other community activities.
“We were so used to being out and
about, and now staying in our classroom all day has been a tough transition,” Wood said.
Although adjusting to something
new can be difficult, students are handling the change well, according to life
skills teachers.
“The kids are great. They really
just go with the flow and understand
that these are the rules we are following for now,” Wood said.
Mask mandate aside, everyone is
doing great. Life skills parents and
students have been working together
to practice social distancing and washing hands often.
“Some students require reminders
to keep the mask on or to pull it up
over their noses, but for the most part
they do a nice job,” Dunker said.
WCHS life skills students have
shared their thoughts on this different
year.
“I feel like this school year is different because we all have to keep our
distance,” Olivia Johnson, life skills
student, said. “We can’t do as much
with other people than other years.”
Classes are cut short due to the new
schedule put in place and students do
not get to spend as much time in unified Physical Education as in a precovid year.
During unified PE, life skills and
non-life skills students get to engage
with each other.

HOLIDAY CHEER — Matthew Scott and Trevor Martin decorate holiday cards. Completed cards
are available to the WCHS faculty for purchase. The cards are sold as a fundraising project for various
class activities. Photo by Liv Mendoza.
All students know that masks are
to be worn for everyone’s protection
against Covid-19.
“[Masks] feel uncomfortable, but
I like wearing them,” Matthew, life
skills student, said.
Although this is a difficult year,

students are helping each other.
Students are making others’ lives
better by social distancing and even
pushing wheelchairs.
“Kids here are very nice. Everyone
wants to help me out,” Delaney, a life
skills student, said.

Confronting quality of education during Covid-19
By Palmer Whiston
When measuring the current quality of American education at a juncture when a worldwide Covid-19 pandemic is raging across the country, two
factors are predominant.
First, the reduction of teacher-student personal interaction time limits
opportunities for collaborative learning experiences, chances to nurture
teacher-student rapport, chances to
initiate group brainstorming exercises
and other profound strategies of effective teaching.
Second, the less-than-ideal delivery circumstances of academic content impairs strategies available to

FACE-TIMING IN— Reiley Caruthers,

senior, face-times into her World Literature
class while being forced to stay home under
quarantine. Photo by Palmer Whiston.

educators for disseminating lessons,
the opportunities for field trips and
out-of-classroom learning venues, the
stimulating features of a classroom
and a school environment, the ability
of a teacher to keep students focused
and on-task, the ability of the teacher
to build momentum and motivation
and the chances to deliver other creative ways to enhance learning.
No wonder so many school stakeholders are worried about the quality
of education being administered in
America during the 2020 pandemic.
The status of learning venues in
America is fluid, depending largely on
the intensity of Covid-19 cases in different communities.
In places where school buildings
are closed, or on morning and afternoon shifts to reduce class size by
dispersing students, or are combining
online learning at home with reduced
in-class days in school buildings –
whatever strategy is being employed –
the varied approach reflects the maxim
“different strokes for different folks.”
To summarize some of the problems caused by the pandemic: Online
(at-home) learning-day schedules, restrictive schedules and protocols for
in-school learning, quarantining families of any student or school employee
who tested positive for Covid-19, reduction or cancellation of sports and
other extracurricular activities are
among many trials and tribulations
that the deadly Covid-19 virus has
brought about in schools everywhere.
Most experts agree that the pandemic is causing students around the
world to fall behind academically.

Juliana Horowitz – who writes
for the Pew Research Center, a nonpartisan, American “think tank” that
provides information on social issues,
public opinion and demographic
trends shaping the United States and
the world – said that 64 percent of
parents of K-12 students express their
worry of their student falling behind,
and 28 percent of parents express
being very concerned of their students’
academic growth.
“Lower-income parents are most
concerned about their children falling
behind amid the Covid-19 school
closures,” Horowitz said.
Kelly Gallagher-Mackay wrote an
article for The Globe and Mail just
how far students around the world are
struggling because of present learning
environments.
“Kids are falling behind due to
the pandemic,” Gallagher-Mackay
wrote. “A study from Belgium
showed sixth grade children had test
score declines that would equate to
approximately half a year’s learning,
relative to the year before, when they
took standardized tests after schools
reopened in June.”
Gallagher-Mackay further explained how students will be affected
in the long-term, specifically economically, due to a loss of learning
“A September report by well-known
Stanford economists estimates that
globally, students in K-12 during last
year’s school closings should expect
3 percent lower income over their
lifetimes relative to students whose
learning has not been interrupted,”
Gallagher-Mackay
said. “Further,

since there is a strong relationship
between skills and prosperity, they
estimate that national productivity
will likely be reduced by 1.5 percent
annually for the rest of the century.”
For
WCHS
senior
Reiley
Caruthers, falling behind is an issue
she and her family are aware of and
work to prevent.
“My parents have been worried
about my sister and me not learning as
much this year,” Caruthers said. “They
had my sister and me sign up for a free
online class due to lack of content
being taught in school.”
Caruthers is also taking three
Advance Placement courses this
year: Physics, Calculus, and World

Literature.
“I’m a little afraid we won’t get
through enough material to complete
the AP tests,” Caruthers said.
Junior year is commonly referred
to as the most difficult and demanding
of them all. Junior Kate Christian
expressed her frustration toward
not learning to the extent juniors are
usually expected to.
“I honestly feel like I’m definitely
falling behind with this schedule,”
Christian said. “It’s my junior year.
They’ve told us we’re only learning
half the content. Since that seems to
be the case, I worry how prepared I
will be for standardized tests, future
courses and future college work.”

Streaming: ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’–
(Continued from page 1)
Leman described the difficulty she
and the rest of the cast sometimes
faced in keeping high spirits during a
time of Covid-19 restrictions.
“It was difficult to keep up morale
at times,” Leman said. “It really feels
weird to perform a show without an
audience and without two-thirds of
the cast. Our set wasn’t even facing the
audience. It was off to one
side of the stage.”
Leman made clear, however, how
neat it was to film a musical and her
elation for people to view it.
“This year was completely
different,” Leman said. “There were no
stakes. No audience, no consequences
if a small mistake was made. I am so

excited for people to see the show.”
Stout emphasized her delight
in enabling the cast to take on and
succeed a challenging, new process.
“I am thrilled that our students
were able to adapt to the current health
situation and create art that is so fitting
for this time of year,” Stout said. “It’s a
classic American holiday story that so
many people love. We see it as a gift to
our school and community.”
Brod built upon Stout’s feelings by
sharing her excitement.
“It’s a new take on a classic movie
that everyone is sure to enjoy,” Brod
said. “It may look different – as does
everything this year – but everyone
who participated put in a lot of work
to make it happen.”

4

news

feature opinion

sports

‘Dual Enrollment’ & ‘Strong Start’ programs
offer early college prep opportunities in HS
By Guadalupe Hernandez
Does getting a head start on
college sound appealing to you? Are
you a junior who is organized and
responsible?
Deanna Zehr, chair of the
counseling department, said that
WCHS students have an opportunity
that can help prepare them for college.
The “Dual Enrollment” program
allows juniors to graduate from high
school with a school diploma and an
art associate degree.
An art associate degree helps
students to transfer to a 4-year
university by giving them a two-year
degree at ICC. These programs will
help students finish required college
credits much faster.
In total there are 11 WCHS
students enrolled in the program.
The second program, “Strong
Start,” allows juniors and seniors
to take courses at ICC while still
studying at WCHS. 		
While taking these programs
participants will be spending all their
time at ICC.
Counselors at WCHS should
be able to help students who are
interested in participating.
Zehr suggests students should
consider a number of factors if they
may want to join either program.
First, students can access
information about the programs by

opening the WCHS website and click
on counseling. At the right, there
should be a title that says Academics,
and under that title should be a list
of programs, that includes “Dual
Enrollment” and “Strong Start.”
Students who plan for “Dual Enrollment” must work directly with
their future colleges to determine
possible classes the students will be
taking, according to Zehr.
“Grades earned through these
programs are posted to both WCHS
and ICC transcripts. All classes
are standard credit, meaning nonhonors,” Zehr said.
Dual enrollment has additional
benefits to its program, according to
Zehr.
“Students work with ICC advisors
to determine schedules, Zehr said. “A
minimum of five courses are required
per semester. Students must also
provide their own transportation to
their courses at ICC.”
In order to enroll into either of
the two courses, students must have
taken American Political Science
before entering the program.
“In their Junior Status a student
must show a successful completion of
12.5 credit by the end of sophomore
year. Their overall grade point
average must be a 3.0 or higher. There
must be no significant discipline or
attendance issues or concerns. Tuition

is paid directly to ICC at the current
rate. The current ICC tuition rate is
$150 per credit hour.”
The application process may be a
challenging one.
“The application process for enrollment begins in January during
registration week at WCHS,” Zehr
said. “It then closes on March 1. At
that point any placement testing that
needs to occur is finalized and the
school principal reviews the application and notifies students of their acceptance.
“In early April there is a parent
and student orientation at ICC and
then in May the student schedules
their classes with an ICC advisor. In
late July and early August ICC hosts
a welcome to Dual Enrollment event,
and in mid August the first day of ICC
classes starts.”
Students who enroll in “Strong
Start” are allowed to take any course
at ICC. They are not, however, allowed to take any classes that are already offered at WCHS, according to
Zehr.
The requirements for the Strong
Start program apply to 11th and
12th graders. Instead of the GPA
requirements for Dual Enrollment,
Strong Start just requires your SAT
scores.
Tuition payment still applies in the
Strong Start program.

The Advocate
Dec. 17, 2020

Schools eagerly await
new Covid-19 vaccines
By Julia Hackney
WCHS educators are expressing
hope that new Covid-19 vaccines,
developed by several medical
companies, which are now seeking
emergency approval by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration, will be
available to the public beginning as
soon as December.
“I believe if Pfizer has reviewed
and the FDA reviews the vaccine and
it meets all of the criteria and protocol
of being effective, then it is a great
accomplishment,” WCHS science
teacher Sean Kerwin, said.
When considering the distribution
of the vaccine it is all about the most
vulnerable and who will be helping the
vulnerable.
“Healthcare workers should be
the first to be vaccinated, as they are
exposed to the virus more often than
others,” Kerwin said. “After that, we
need to consider the most vulnerable
– the elderly, people with pre-existing
conditions, and people of color, who
have been impacted more than others.”
Illinois state law requires certain
immunizations for every student
or worker within a public school,
colleges and specific workplaces. If
the Illinois General Assembly moves
for the Covid-19 vaccination, it could
possibly be required.
“I am a firm believer that all people
should be vaccinated for pathogens (a

bacteria, virus, or other microorganism
that can cause disease.) that can be
prevented, if they are able to,” Kerwin
said.
“I do think that everyone should
be vaccinated,” Lisa Fish WCHS
nurse said. “This virus has been very
deadly and the only way to completely
eradicate the virus is for everyone to
be vaccinated against it. That is how
we have been able to keep Polio and
Mumps, among other diseases, at bay.
I do not think the school will require
it immediately, but I believe that it
will eventually be added as a required
immunization in the future”
Although the vaccine will be
coming out soon, that won’t lead
to no more masks until summer or
fall of 2021. The need for masks in
public places will be enforced until
the majority of the population is
vaccinated
“There might be some instances
or places where wearing masks will
still take place until we are certain that
the spread of the virus has subsided,”
Kerwin said. “Everything that I have
read states that it will be summertime
before a significant amount of people
will be vaccinated to actually slow the
spread of the virus from person to
person,”
Although the vaccine is groundbreaking, it is only 90 percent, but
(Continued on Page 5)

WCHS teacher co-authors The Star Wars Book
English instructor Dan Zehr’s latest adventure in the Star Wars universe is promoting ‘analytical’ book
By Ty Mosbach
Dan Zehr, WCHS English teacher,
a.k.a the “Star Wars expert,” recently
released with co-authors Cole Horton
and Pablo Hidalgo The Star War
Book, published by Dk.
“The book is a series of curated
essays that looks at the analytical
side of Star Wars more than the factbased side of the popular movie series
that began with the release of Star
Wars, Episode Four: A New Hope in
America in 1977
“Other books are more of a
dictionary type, the ‘what,’” Zehr
said. “This book is more of a ‘how’
or a ‘why’. It talks more about the
mythology and characters of Star
Wars than most other books do.”
Zehr, who has built a national
reputation as a notable personality
in the Star Wars community hosts a
biweekly podcast called “Coffee with
Kenobi,” where he discusses Star
Wars. “The podcast influenced the
book, because every week when I do
the show, I think about and talk about
Star Wars in different ways, more
analytical ways, Zehr said. “This book
is a series of essays that allow me to
do just that.”
Zehr’s podcast influenced more of
the book than just the writing. “Coffee
with Kenobi” is one reason why Zehr
received the opportunity to write the
book.
“Disney [the company that
owns the rights to the Star Wars
franchise] invited me because I have
a strong presence in the Star Wars’

community,” Zehr said. “I am a pretty
well-known personality, plus I was
already friends and had previously
worked with the other authors.”
The writing of this book Zehr said,
is very important because Star Wars
reflects modern American mythology,
a concept that Zehr extends past the
writing of his book and his podcast
and into his classroom.
“Star Wars is the modern American
mythology, so anytime you can meet
students where they are at and use
pop culture, it’s helpful,” Zehr said.
“Plus I think Star Wars, like any good
mythology, connects to the real world
and opens us up to real conversations

about our society.”
Zehr even focuses on Star Wars for
an entire unit in his mythology class at
WCHS. He said he believes that Star
Wars can teach many valuable lessons
that he wants students to take outside
of his classroom and into their lives.
“Star Wars is about community,
friendships and coming together –
even though you are from different
backgrounds, you have more in common than you do differences,” Mr.
Zehr said. “I also hope the good fortune and success I have had shows students that if you work really hard and
never apologize for who you are, good
things can happen.”

INTEREST — Carter Grieco, a student in Zehr’s English class, flips through the
book his teacher co-authored. Photo by Jackson Mccubbins.

‘HAN SOLO’ — Harrison Ford, who plays Han Solo in the Star Wars movies,
shares moment with English teacher Dan Zehr. Photo courtesy of Dan Zehr.
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Pandemic causes tweaks in school curriculum

By Morgan Himegarner
The curriculum in WCHS lab
classes – such as biology, foods
and transportation – has undergone
tweaks due to Covid-19 restrictions.
For example, the traditional “pig
heart dissection” in Biology 1 has
been replaced with an online lab
simulation.
Also, foods students must take
their prepared food home to eat, rather than have taste-testing activities at
the end of class.
Mechanical work (how machinery
works and how it is built)
is
done individually rather than in
collaborative groups.
“The only hands-on labs that
we have done have been labs where
students worked by themselves
and had their own supplies,” Lisa
England, science department chair,
said. “We have done a few online
lab simulations, and I have converted
many of my worksheets to more
interactive assignments using google
slides.”
England said that the biology
teachers work hard to connect
academic content and skills to student
lives.
“I know that labs are some one of
the most enjoyable days,” England
said, “but some of the hands-on labs
that help “hands-on learners,” we are
not able to do.”
Amanda Lemm, lab science and
academic chemistry teacher, said that
for lab activity that takes place in her
classroom, there are many precautions
being taken.
“Some materials are thrown away
after use; safety goggles are being
wiped down after each use; and
students have to work by themselves
and use their own supplies,” Lemm
said.
Lemm said since Biology 1 is a
freshman class, “most students do

not know the difference compared
to what it used to be in junior high.
Many freshmen don’t know what to
expect when it comes to high school.”
Lemm said the high school
students understand the need for extra
precautions to keep the Covid-19
virus from spreading at school.
“At the high school level, all
students have an understanding of
what is going on in the world, and
they know these daily actions are
needed for everybody’s safety.”
“Transportation” is a lab course
that provides students with a chance
to learn how to work on cars and
how to weld. James TenHaken,
transportation instructor, said that
workstations are six-feet apart. All
work is done individually, and tools
must be disinfected between users.
TenHaken said students have been
great adapting.
“The students just go with the flow,”
TenHaken said. “It was harder on the
second- and third-year students, since
it [individual work] was a totally
different approach.”
TenHaken said the big struggle
has been a lack of time.
“The main difficulty is time,”
TenHaken noted. ‘The classes are
already 10 minutes shorter, and we
meet every other day. There is not
enough time to practice the skills that
are taught to get to the mastery level.”
Lemm agreed.
“The biggest issue I have is not
having enough time to do all the
labs and activities we normally do,”
Lemm said. “Since the semester is cut
in half, so is our material. We had to
shift around our units and cut some
material for the year.”
Even with the disappointment of
not having traditional labs, Lemm
said that “all of the students I have
had this semester have been rock stars
with these procedures.”

SLIME MAKING— Taylor Huett, freshman, creates slime for biology class. Photo by
Shannon Garcia

EGG FRITTATAS— Thomas Blackorby, senior, takes out his food that he prepared in foods

class. Students enrolled in the foods class have been able to cook with social distancing procedures
in place.

TIRE REPLACEMENT— Jacob Foley, sophomore, places a tire onto the rim during his
transportations class. Photo by Isaiah Windsor.

MUSIC TO THE EARS— Members of

the Marching Panthers drumline perform. Photo
provided by Rob Tilton

Blood drive falls short of goal because of Covid-19 Vaccines—

GIVING BLOOD— Sarah Jacobsgaard,
junior, volunteered to donate blood.

VOLUNTEERS— Seniors Shelby Borlin and
Allie Scrivner work during the blood drive.

GRADING AND SAVING— Lauren Metz, English teacher, multitasks as she works on grading
while giving blood. Photos by Liv Mendoza.

By Morgan Himegarner
and Allison Bealmer
Because of the pandemic, fewer
people attended the Annual Red Cross
blood drive sponsored by the National
Honor Society and held at WCHS in
the West Gym on Nov. 6, 2020.
The number of units gathered does
look a bit different, with a total of 76
units of blood. Last year there were
106 units of blood donated. The goal is
always 100 units of blood, but due to
Covid-19 they had to lower their goal
because there had to be fewer people
in the gym.
According to Chris Greiner,
National Honor Society sponsor,
donors were screened before entry.
They took their temperature before
entering the gym and they had to
fill out a health form. Before they
started their donation, they took their
temperature again.
“We have reduced student workers
from 25 per shift to more like 10 per
shift,” Greiner said. “There were
only 10 student workers every hour.
The actual Red Cross workers were
the only workers in with the donors.
Masks were worn.”
Senior Reiley Caruthers said that
90 students tried to donate.
“Due to some not meeting the

criteria, not all were able to donate.
We ended up with 76 units of blood,”
Caruthers said. “There were fewer
people to sign up this year, but it is
understandable why. Covid has made
things difficult. Fewer students were
able to be in the gym, and less staff
this year.”
Caruthers said that most donations
take around an hour. Because class
periods are only 42 minutes, she
said some students may feel missing
the class time makes it too costly to
donate.
“Teachers are sharing so much
during that short time that students
don’t want to miss class,” Caruthers
said.
Donors
under 25 years old
were given a $15 Amazon gift
card, according to Greiner. Amazon
partnered with the Red Cross to give
out gift cards to entice more students
to donate blood.
“I think the blood drive was
extremely successful,” Caruthers
said. “The Red Cross staff were all
incredibly kind during the whole
process.”
Last year the NHS held a second
blood drive in March. As of now, they
are not planning another drive this
year.

(Continued from Page 4)
is a high viability (the ability to work
effectively.)
“No vaccine is 100 percent effective,” Kerwin said. “The goal is to
get as many people vaccinated and
achieve what is called herd immunity. This lowers the risk of others that
are not immune from becoming sick.
There will always be some risk for
getting sick, but practicing proper hygiene techniques will stop the spread
of any virus,”
“The longer that Covid is around
the more that doctors and scientists are
understanding it and learning how to
treat it effectively,” Fish said. “I would
think that the doctors would know how
to treat that 10% effectively so that
there would be very few fatalities,”
With the first major outbreak of
Covid-19 happening in December
2019 developing a vaccine by
November of 2020 under a year later
has never been done before.
“This vaccine has been developed
very quickly, quicker than any other
vaccine we have. If it is as effective
as the tests show, future vaccines
will be able to be developed just as
quickly which will help us stop any
future diseases from spreading much
quicker,” Fish said.
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Art Dept. receives ‘Distinction’ award

By AJ Westley
The WCHS art department was
one of eight schools in the state to be
awarded the Illinois Art Education
Association (IAEA) “School of
Distinction.”
The main focus of this award is to
bring attention to the importance of
quality art education and to recognize
the art educators that go above and
beyond.
“I was so excited! I hadn’t heard of
this award before,” Margaret Kuchan,
one of the three teachers in the art department, said.
The art department received an
email last spring, saying that it had
been nominated. In that email, the
teachers were also given a list of criteria that they had to meet in order to
qualify for the award.
“When I saw the criteria for the
award, I knew we had a chance to win,
because we have completed all of the
criteria they asked for,” Kuchan said.
The art teachers compiled a
slideshow displaying examples of art
shows and activities in which WCHS
students participated. 		
“I’m very proud of this school’s
art program,” Callie Lauderback,
senior art student, said. “To be
awarded something like this warms
my heart in knowing that the efforts

my teachers put into their daily work
is recognized and celebrated. They are
truly deserving of recognition as they
use every day to push their students to
express themselves through various
media,”
The variety of art courses and quality of daily instruction helps students
grow their artistic abilities and learn to
better express themselves through art.
“It is great to know that the art
department at WCHS is officially
recognized through this award as the
excellent art program I know it to be,”
senior Trinaty Unruh, said.
“It was a lot of affirmation that
we have a strong department here at
WCHS and that all the work we put
into preparing our students through
developing our curriculum, participating in shows, and challenging ourselves through our own learning has
the value that we knew it does,” art
teacher Jayme Banzhoff said.
Washington’s art teachers share a
strong dedication and passion for helping students grow and succeed.
“The art teachers collaborate together as one unit, sharing ideas, and
collectively critiquing and fine-tuning
the process in which they teach,”
Lauderback said.
Students are encouraged by their
teachers to further explore art with

new techniques, materials, and media.
“Over the past four years, I
have seen these teachers shape their
curriculums and classroom mentality
to allow for creative minds to develop
outstanding works,” Lauderback said.
For years, Washington’s art department has been participating in shows.
“This year everything seems to be
digital,” Kuchan said.
“But since there are no ceremonies
or physical award shows [because of
Covid-19 restrictions], it is a lot less
fun, less memorable and doesn’t give
the students the feeling of participating
in a physical show with all the benefits
it entails,” Kuchan said. “That part is a
bit disappointing, but overall there are
still opportunities and ways to enhance
your art resume, and that is great!”
From participating in art shows,
students can receive scholarships,
awards and sometimes even national
recognition for their work.
“I think when students go to shows
and are recognized for their artwork,
they appreciate the value of such
experiences,” Banzhoff said. “But as
with everything else this year, we are
pivoting and using digital platforms
for everything.”
Instructional videos and slide
shows explaining assignments in
depth are posted on Google Classroom

ARTISTIC STYLE — Lillian McClintock, freshman, mixes watercolors on a recent project. Photo
by Jeffrey McBride

for e-learners and students who are
quarantined.
In a department that relies heavily
on hands-on experiences, the teachers
worked to adapt to the new Covid-19
restrictions.
“The art room has never been
so clean!,” Kuchan said. “We made
individual packs of supplies for all
students to keep while in class,so there
isn’t any need for sharing materials,
and that helps protect students from
the virus.” Kuchan said.
Despite all the new regulations
and shorter schedules, the art teachers

Meet New WCHS Teachers

are making adjustments to ensure
that students don’t miss out on any
opportunities.
“Having these connections with
our students helps us understand
their individual art interests and their
growth, and that helps push their art
expression to another level,” Jack
Clifford, Art 1 and graphic designs
teacher, said.
“We have a great team at WCHS,”
Banzhoff said. “We each bring different skills and perspectives to the
table, and that makes our department
stronger and more well-rounded.

Photos by Trace Bullard

Lisa Fuller

Kara Kamienski

Stephanie Koster

Baylie Little

Jessica Schricker

Rosa Zuhey Stout
Science Dept.

Special Education

By Lily Deal
Lisa Fuller says
she is working her
dream job.
“Math was
always my favorite
and it was a subject
I loved to learn
about and help
others understand.
My favorite class to
teach is Geometry
and I teach that the
majority of the day,
which is my dream.”
Fuller attended
New Castle High
School in New
Castle, Indiana. She
got her Bachelor’s
Degree from Illinois
State University and
her Masters from
Indiana Wesleyan.
While in high
school, Fuller
played volleyball,
basketball, was in
NHS, Fellowship of
Christian Athletes
and Peer tutoring.

By Lily Deal
Kara Kamienski is
an English and OTT
teacher. She says she
was inspired by her
mom.
“My mom was a
teacher growing up,
and I was always the
kid that loved school.
I also absolutely
loved working with
kids.”
While attending Monticello H.S.
in Monticello, Ill.,
Kamienski played
basketball, volleyball, soccer, was a
cheerleader, played
in the marching band,
concert band, was
on student council,
a peer counseling
group, Fellowship of
Christian Athletes and
Spanish Club.
She received her
Bachelors of Science
in Special Education
from U of Illinois.

By Julia Hackney
Stephanie Koster
teaches English 1
and English 3.
This is Koster’s
seventh year teaching.
She graduated
from Prairie Ridge
High School in Crystal Lake, Ill. and then
from Western Illinois
University where she
majored in English
Education with a
minor in Creative
Writing.
“I have always
loved English Language Arts because
of the way it makes
you think and connect with the world,”
Koster said.
Koster said she
hopes to teach her
students to think outside of the box and
to make connections
to everything around
them.

By Trace Bullard
WCHS alumnas
Baylie Little teaches
Algebra 1 and
Geometry.
She attended
Carl Sandburg
College and Bradley
University and
majored in secondary
mathematics
education.
Little’s best piece
of advice on teaching
is, “It is not about
teaching a subject,
it is about teaching
students to be better
people. The subject
is just the vehicle
you choose to do that
through,” Little said.
“I hope to teach my
students to be better
people and how to
play a positive role
in society. If they
learn a little math
on the way that will
just be the cherry on
top.”

By Julia Hackney		
Jessica Schricker
is a WCHS alumnus.
“I wanted to
become a teacher
because I really like
spending time with
teenagers!” Schricker
said. “Also, Spanish
is so neat and I want
to share my passion
for the language with
others,”
“In college, I
played basketball,”
Shricker said.
“I am a 3-time
All-American and
currently am the
leading scorer for
Olivet Nazarene
University’s
Women’s Basketball
Program.
I love basketball,
spending time
outside and
travelling. I have
traveled to Belize,
Ecuador and Puerto
Rico.”

By Alize Berger
Rosa Zuhey Stout
teaches Physical Lab
Science and Chemistry.
She’s originally
from Monterrey,
Mexico.
Stout said her
experiences with
her own teachers
inspired her to enter
the profession.
Some of her
hobbies include
crocheting, running
with her kids and
traveling across the
United States.
The funniest
moment in her
teaching career
was when she had
to step out of the
class to talk to her
colleague and came
back to her students
doing zumba
while memorizing
their symbols and
elements.

By Trace Bullard		
Luke Starkey
teaches Basic Algebra
and Basic Geometry.
He graduated from
Bradley University
and Dominican
University, with a
Special Education
major.
Starkey is a
graduate of Morton
High School and
said he was inspired
to become a teacher
through his volunteer
work with kids and
adults with intellectual
disabilities.
He said he hopes
his students learn
“how to troubleshoot
and work together
through problems.”
The best piece of
teaching advice he
was ever given was
“even the smallest
things you do can
have a tremendous
impact on students.”

Math Dept.

Special Education

English Dept.

Math Dept.

Spanish Dept.

Luke Starkey
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CHAMPION— Tara Fillman’s homeroom

door design “Coronamas” won top prize of a
candy party for students. Photo by Julia Hackney
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ADIOS 2020— Grace Jenkins, junior, places the finishing touch, the Grinch’s mask, on the

classroom door. Jenkins is a member of Bliss Muniz’s homeroom. Muniz’s class incorporated their
Spanish knowledge in the theme, “Adios 2020.” Photo by Julia Hackney

THEME— Colleen Steffen’s homeroom theme
was inspired by classmate Chance Mason, who is
fighting cancer. Photo by Julia Hackney

Classes compete in holiday door decorating

By Andrew Smith
Students in homeroom classes
competed in a holiday door decorating
contest Dec. 3 and Dec. 7.
The homeroom of Tara Fillman,
Child Development teacher, won
top prize for the class’s “12 days
of ‘Coronamas’” theme. They will
receive a candy bar party on Dec. 15.
“I gave the idea of the “12 days of
‘Coronamas,’” and the students just
ran with it,” Fillman said.
The contest was created by the
Panther Prime committee in an effort
to spread holiday cheer.
The Panther Prime committee is a
group of the faculty and staff who create opportunities to promote school
spirit.
“The purpose of the contest was
to liven up the school and to foster
creativity and fun as we head into
finals and the end of the semester,”

7

Joanna Allen, social studies teacher,
said. “Especially this year, we are
all looking for safe things that we
can do together while also following
Covid-19 guidelines.”
The door was to be decorated in one
of five categories: “Winter Holidays,”
“Goodbye 2020,” “Homeward Bound
Holidays,” “Winter Wonderland,” and
“Holiday Movie Magic.”
Special Education teacher Colleen
Steffen said that her class chose to
decorate their door for Chance Mason,
a freshman in her homeroom being
treated for leukemia at St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital in Tennessee.
Steffen said that Chance has
recently been cleared and has no
cancer cells, but he can not make it
back for Christmas.
The door is covered in ribbons with
special messages from each student in
class. Steffen said that the ribbons will

be mailed to Chance.
Jack Clifford, art teacher and
Panther Prime committee member,
said that his homeroom would be
decorating two doors.
“Yes we are participating,” Clifford
said. “I have a very small class and we
will be doing two doors.”
With working on the same door at
the same time, students will socially
distance themselves at six feet apart.
“I have sent out recommendations
that one student work on the door at
a time,” Allen said. “Tools – such as
scissors, tape and markers – can be
sanitized between uses. If a student
makes an item for the door, that same
student should hang it on the door.”
The doors were judged and voted
on during the period of Dec. 8-10. The
winner was announced on Dec. 11.
“The judges will be volunteers
from the school staff who do not have

a homeroom or another first period
class.
They will be judging the doors
based on both originality and how well
the door applies to the chosen theme,”
Allen said.
Covid-19 restrictions have not
allowed students and staff to hold large
school meetings. The door decorating
contest was meant to “bring the school
together” while still maintaining social
distancing.
The door-decorating project was
praised by many participants who felt
the contest was a positive way to raise
morale.
“The takeaway is to bring something
fun into the often stressful period of
the weeks before final exams,” Allen
said. “This is something that we as a
school can work on together, even if
we can’t hold large school gatherings
this year,” said Allen.

(Continued from Page 1)
Representatives.”
Schermerhorn
continued
to
describe the Election of 1824 as a “true
controversy and political turmoil”.
The majority of WCHS students
were not able to vote in the actual
election, because to be eligible, a
student must have turned 18 year old
by the Nov. 3 election.
“In International Studies, we
discussed nations without free
elections and how that impacts the
political situation in those nations,”
Allen said.
“In U.S. History, we talk all year
about the struggle for the right to vote
and people who have fought for the
rights of women, minorities and nonland owners to vote.”
Some WCHS students are letting
their voices be heard on how they feel
about the national election results.
“I think there was definitely some
shady stuff happening,” Will Reem,
sophomore, said. “There’s just too
many instances of weird stuff happening to ignore. However, I don’t think it
would’ve changed the outcome.”
Reem believes that there was some
sort of suspicious voter-activity, but he
is sure that Biden would have won the
election whether there was suspicious
activity or not.
Other students kept a close eye on
how certain parties were feeling while
wishing for a third party candidate to
win.
“The election results weren’t
surprising due to the very loud left
[faction of the electorate] compared to
the somewhat quiet right,” Maverick
Norman, sophomore, said.
Norman said he observed the
media and saw that the left-leaning of
the political system showed their anger
and feelings more in advertisements
upon various social media platforms.
The right-leaning side did not present
as much emotion.
“Many people were upset with
the state of America with Trump as
president and how he handled the
Covid-19 virus,” Norman said. “We
can never see how great a candidate is
until they step into office.”

Book delivery, quarantine among library changes geared to help students

By Andrew Smith
New process and safety guidelines
have been imposed for the library to
keep students and faculty safe from
the Covid-19 virus.
The library has changed several
practices to keep students safe.
For example, the process for
checking out a book is similar to what
it was last year. Students may still find
the book they want and check it out,
but this year the fingerprint scanner to
identify the student’s library account is
no longer used.
“The biggest difference is that
there isn’t a finger scanner to check
out with,” librarian Thomas Gross
said. “Checkouts of materials are a
little lower this year, but not by a huge
amount. For example, in September of
2019, we checked out 540 materials.
In September of 2020, we checked out
500 items.”
To keep students safe when
checking out books, the books are put
in quarantine when they are returned.

Interlibrary loans are also able to take
place. An Interlibrary loan is when a
library borrows a book from another
library.
The same process is required: the
books have to be quarantined.
“The guidelines for book quarantine have changed over the last
couple of months, based on research
from the realm study.
When school started, the protocol
was to quarantine books for four days
upon return.
Later, it became seven days; now,
the book quarantines are only three
days.
“This is normal as new information
and new study results are released,”
Gross said.
The library is still open for printing
and a place to work or read. The
computers and desks are wiped down
every hour whenever someone has
used that computer or desk, according
to Gross.
“Teen Tech” and “Reading Week”

continue to take place in the library.
Participation has increased and
decreased in some cases, but both have
been very successful.
“In 2019, we had 322 students
sign the Teen Tech Pledge, and this
year we had 193; however with Teen
Reading Week, we saw an increase
in participants. In 2019, 28 people
participated, and in 2020, 116 people
participated,” Gross said.
The library sponsors two clubs:
Game Club and Book Club.
Game Club allows participants
to gather and play a variety of board
games that require strategy and critical
thinking.
Book Club provides students a
chance to read selected titles and
discuss in a relaxed setting.
“All of the planning has delayed
the start of Game Club, but we did
recently meet in person and have 23
members participating, including
three remote members,” Gross said.
The library has many upcoming

DELIVERY OPTION— Tom Gross, librarian, takes a book off the shelf for a student delivery
order. This week students will receive hot chocolate mix with their delivery. Photo by Hannah Kimber
events, including a Magazine collection.
This week students may check
out a book online and have their
book delivered to them during their

homeroom class.
Students who order a book to be
delivered will receive a packet of hot
chocolate mix with their delivery,
according to Gross.
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Reflections on learning remotely

By Sierra Mcclure
This school year definitely has been
a lot different from my perspective as
a “remote” learner.
Remote learning itself looks a lot
different now than it did at the end of
last school year, when EVERYONE
was learning via home computers
during March, April and May.
You must complete your work as
grades do count and missing work or
late assignments are penalized.
Personally, I try to keep as much
of a routine as possible. Most days
I start my classwork at 8:30 a.m.
Remote learning is on the same A/B
day schedule as in-person learning, so
I only have 3 or 4 classes to do work
for each day.
Overall, remote learning has

presented both challenges and
benefits.
The
biggest
challenge
is
communication. It definitely takes
a lot more effort to stay involved
and connected with teachers. Email
is really the only form of initial
communication. For the most part
the teachers have done a great job
of responding timely, answering
questions, and scheduling Google
meets if necessary.
To be a successful remote
learner, it takes lots of organization,
responsibility, and motivation, because
it is easy to fall behind, not be aware of
your grades and not understand class
material or assignments.
The biggest drawback of remote
learning is the lack of accountability

due to not being in the school building.
Remote learning has worked out
very well for me personally, because I
have been able to stay on top of all my
assignments and even work ahead in
most of my classes.
Remote learning has allowed me
to really take my learning process into
my own hands as I have more control
over my schedule.
Most of the teachers post video
lectures with powerpoints and links to
helpful resources. This has helped me
to learn on my own and not rely solely
on the teachers.
I’m also taking some college
classes and the skills I’ve learned from
remote learning such as self -teaching
will definitely be essential in the future
with college courses.

REMOTE LEARNING— Senior Sierra Mcclure works on assignments from her home computer. Sierra is one of 208 students who chose full
remote learning first semester. Photo provided by Sierra Mcclure.

Allison’s Angle

By Allison Bealmer
When a lot of elementary kids
think of high school, they tend to
think of fun times with friends, finding love, being more independent,
engaging in amazing adventures,
and having the time of their lives.
Well, hate to break it to you kid,
but it’s nothing like that.
If college is your next goal, a
high grade point average in high
school classes and insightful learning experiences should help prepare
you to score well on the SAT, ACT
and other college entrance tests, allowing you more options in choosing the college you want.
Military recruiters will be looking not only at your academic record but also at your disciplinary,
extracurricular involvement, social
behavior and collaborative achievement records.
Employers, too, will take a panoramic look at your high school demeanor and accomplishments. The
best jobs will be offered to the best
candidates.

Meaning, no matter what you
want to do in life ... STUDY!
So the stress levels? Through the
roof.
Procrastination? Not if you have
motivation.
Good grades? Only with a decent work ethic.
Friends? As the Grail Night in
Indiana Jones said, “Choose wisely.”
Homework? It’s like the TV
show “Dr. Who” – never ending.
Hotel? Trivago.
Although that is just my outlook
on it. This point of view is coming
from a procrastinator who likes to
get good grades, so you may choose
to take this with a grain of salt.
But I will say, there are a lot
of different activities that do make
high school fun!
Such as prom, Friday night football games, Homecoming, parades,
Snowball … and many more activities that I can’t think of right now.
But guess what? For the first
time, probably since high school
began to exist (whenever that was)
(probably when Edison discovered
the lightbulb), since March 13,
2020, all of that! Is! Cancelled!
This is the 2020-21 school year.
Nine months of school in the middle
of the horrific Covid-19 pandemic.
No Friday night football games.
No Homecoming parades. No
Snowball club. No prom. No this;
no that.
All because this little virus
decided it wanted to show up. And

this virus quickly turned from a little
problem into a very big problem
called a Global Pandemic.
So instead of Friday night
football games, we occasionally get
Fridays off for teachers to take part
in Remote Planning days. (However,
some teachers didn’t seem to get
the memo.) Instead of Prom, we get
nothing. Literally, nothing ... unless
you want to get all dressed up and
take pictures. Then, you get pictures
.... just pictures.
Same thing with Homecoming.
And the Homecoming Parade?
Cancelled, just like last year because
it decided to rain on the parade
(haha) for the first time in 27 years.
Thanks, Mother Nature.
Now don’t get me wrong, I
know the dangers of this virus, and
I understand we do need to take
precautions, because this is a very
serious thing that has killed 300,000
people in the United States alone.
But you know what would be
nice? If it just never existed in the
first place.
I got my driver’s license this year.
You know what I could have used it
for? Driving to my friend’s house to
hang out? Going to the bowling alley
to play laser tag or…well… bowl?
I could drive to the mall and do
that thing where you try on wacky
looking clothes with friends and take
pictures.
Anyone else? No? Ok.
But none of that can happen.
Instead, I sit at home and watch
Netflix all day.
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Car winterizing advice
offered by auto teachers
By Jackson McCubbins
Winter is coming and WCHS automotive teacher Jim TenHaken and
Driver’s Education teacher Nick Miller want student drivers to be prepared
for the cold months ahead!
They are offering some tips for
winter-time car maintenance and driving.
• “Check the quality of the
antifreeze to be sure it is good down
to about 35-40 degrees below zero,”
TenHaken,
manufacturing
and
transportation teacher, said.
• “Check the quality of the battery,
because as batteries age, their performance diminishes.”
• “Replace the windshield wipers
if they are not cleaning the windshield
well.”
• “People should think about winterizing their car when the morning
temperatures are consistently around
the freezing point. If you were to take
it somewhere for this service, it should
cost less than $300. Call some places
and ask what they charge for winterizing a car.”
Miller wants student drivers to remember a few key tips when driving
in wintry conditions.
• “Avoid sliding during the winter
ice and snow,” Miller said.
• “Allow more braking distance
and time by slowing earlier to make a
stop.”
• “Increased following-distance
around other vehicles is important in
avoiding rear-end accidents.”
• “Use of good, controlled braking
techniques are important.”

I like Netflix, but it gets old ...
and I’m running out of shows to
watch.
Here’s another thing to think
about: Imagine how the seniors
feel. They don’t get their last
anything. They don’t get their last
football game, homecoming, prom,
etc. Well, they did, but they had no
idea it would be their last.
And the freshmen? Their first
high school experience is a lot
different than the years before
them, and I’m not sure if that’s a
good thing or a bad thing.
Juniors (coming from a junior)
are extremely stressed. Many of
us are extremely unmotivated at
this point. I don’t even know how I
have decent grades right now.
Sophomores? Yeah, just about
nothing goes on sophomore year.
Y’all are just vibin.
But actually, while this year has
been quite the negative experience
for a lot of us, we need to see the
positives that have come out of this
situation we were thrown into head
on.
Can’t think of any? Here, I’ll
help you.
We have all learned to persevere through the hard challenges
that we are currently facing. We
have all come together to try to get
through this pandemic as quickly
as possible by wearing our masks
in school and keeping our distance
throughout the halls and in class.
We have survived first
semester;now let’s continue to

• “To correct a car that begins to
slide, take foot off the gas, but do not
brake. Steer back in the same direction
the vehicle is sliding towards (i.e back
of the vehicle is sliding right, then
steer back to the right). Use smooth,
controlled steering to avoid creating a
slide in the other direction.”

CHECKING TIRE TREAD— Students

learn in transportation class to check the tire’s
tread to assure the tires are not too worn. Photo
by Jeffrey McBride

make it through second semester as
best as we can.
Let seniors lead the way. When
life hands them a “Covid-19
pandemic,” let them help make a
“Competent ’21 plan” to persevere.
Let freshmen always remember
their first year of high school and
how they had to deal with more
monumental
challenges
than
any previous Freshman Classin
history. Let them share with later
generations how things were and
how they persevered.
Let juniors gather their enthusiasm and engage ways to motivate
all students to appreciate the brave
people fighting the pandemic, to
recognize personal goals to pursue
in helping those most in need and
to prepare to receive the baton of
hierarchy leadership at WCHS.
Let sophomores glean their own
lessons of living in a worldwide
pandemic. What memories will
they cherish? What dilemmas will
challenge their thinking? What
events will most stir emotional
reactions?
Here is the moral of this story:
there are a lot us high school kids
who are missing out on things. And
it is sad to think about what could
have been this year. However, while
it isn’t necessarily the “High School
Experience” we all expected, it’s
still definitely an experience to
remember. And it’s definitely going
down in the history books for future
generations to learn what was done
right, and what was done wrong.
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We give a standing ovation
to It’s a Wonderful Life cast & crew
Aidan Pugh as George Bailey; Jacob Nemec as Joseph; Ben Stevens
as Clarence; Kit Leman as Mary Bailey; Evan Alois as Announcer, Pete
Bailey, Ernie, Harry Bailey,Tommy Bailey, Nick, Sheriff, Binky the
Bouncer;
Harrison Brent as Old Man Gower, Sam, Bert, Mr. Potter, Ed,
Charlie, Martini, Horace the Teller, Mr. Welch
Dr. Campbell; Thomas Schnelle as Stage Manager, Peter Bailey, Uncle
Billy, Old Man, Collins, The Bridge Keeper, Cop; Natalie Schnelle as
Violet Bick, Ruth Dakin Bailey, Janie Bailey; Lauren Blackburn as
Rose Bailey, Matilda, Mrs. Hatch; Ella Yocum as Mrs. Thompson, Zuzu,
Sound Effects, Crowd Noises; Maddie Brod as Sound Effects, Crowd
Noises; Vocal Soloists: Abigail Haddock, Gabi Ingham, Ben Stevens
Carolers (Group One) Evan Alois, Brice Banning, Lizzy Boyd, Clara Degenhart,
Kendall Gerth, Griffin Glenn, Patrick Hatton, Grace Howley, Alyssa Jarnagin,
Tally Leman, Emory Milot, Jacob Nemec, Tommy Nemec, Natalie Schnelle, Thomas
Schnelle, Annalies Wettstein, Tricia Young
Carolers (Group 2): Alivia Archdale, Jessica Boley, Izzy Crane, Clara Degenhart,
Alyssa Escobedo, Kendall Gerth, Grace Howley, Alyssa Jarnigan, Tally Leman,
Emma Maston, Anika Tharp, Megan VanAutreve, Shelby Wireman, Tricia Young

Dancers:

Evan Alois, Lauren Blackburn, Maddie Brod, Lizzy Boyd, Kendall Gerth, Abigail
Haddock, Olivia Huelsmann, Gabi Ingham, Kit Leman, Aidan Pugh, Natalie Schnelle,
Thomas Schnelle, Chelsea Smith, Alex Thate, Annalies Wettstein, Ella Yocum
Instrumentalists: Carter Benedict, Harrison Brent, Santi Bulleri, Celie Fischer,
Maya Gurewitz, Cassie Johnson, Corinna Kahrs, Lydia Langston, Megan McDaniel, Max
Niehaus, Ben Peterson, Renee Potts, Will Reem, Cale Roberts, Anna Rothfusz, Joanna
Strubhar, Ashley Tilton, Olivia Tilton

Production Staff:

Play Director, Lisa Stout; Student Director, Sophie Freeman; Music Director, Lara Reem;
Assistant Music Director, Caitlyn DePriest; Choreographer, Jessica Uftring; Costumes,
Carol Wilson; Technical Director, Travis Olson; Sound Mixing and Recording, Chad
Ingham/Iron Wagon Studios; Video Recording and Editing, John and Jolie Alois;

Student Tech Crew

Sound Assistants, Colin Mickelson, Ellie Reetz; Lighting, Lee Randall, Wayne Carey;
Props, Lisa Stromberger

Set Construction/Decoration

Devin Berry, Lexi Braun, Luke Faulkner, Maggie Grugan, Olivia Hank, Andrew Hector,
Ben Kunka, Callie Lauderback, Joey McCoy, Baylee Reynolds, Lisa Stromberger, Michael
Trueblood, Annalies Wettstein

Panther Pride’s attendance requirements changed
Covid-19 protocols cause school officials to drop attendance criteria, but discipline records still used

By Aubrey Edwards
For many years, WCHS students
have had the ability to earn a final exam
waiver, giving them the option to forgo
a number of final exams, depending on
attendance and disciplinary records.
In the past, receiving a “black
card” offered students the option to
waive three finals; an orange card, two
finals; and a white card, one final.
However, earning a waiver in
Spring of 2021 doesn’t depend on how
many days a student has been absent.
Instead, it is based solely on the student’s disciplinary record.
This major change, the removal
of school attendance as a factor in
whether students earn a waiver, is
something many students have been
wanting for a long time.
The change was made in order to
eliminate any pressure for students to
come to school sick. As the Covid-19
pandemic threatens the safety of
students who are attending in-personlearning classes, it was necessary for
school officials to adopt quarantine
policies for students and staff.
Now, school attendees may be
forced to quarantine at home if they
or someone living at their home has
tested positive for Covid-19, or if they
are exhibiting symptoms of the virus.
The quarantine period may last up to
two weeks.
Before Covid-19, many students
felt a self-imposed pressure to come to
school even if they were sick, because
they wanted to waive their finals at the
end of the semester.
“Last year there were several instances where I showed up to school

even though I was truly worn out from
being so sick,” senior Lilli Smith said.
“I know that wasn’t the ideal option,
but it felt like the only option that I
should take, because I was so worried
about getting finals waivers.”
Smith wasn’t the only one to admit
she came to school sick because she
wanted a final exam waiver.
“The reason why I came to
school [sick] was because of the final
waivers,” senior Carson Williamsen
said. “I didn’t want to miss any school
days, because I wanted to be able
to have the waivers for next year’s
finals.”
A few teachers remember seeing
students ill and not performing well.
“It occurred many times – students
coming into classes while sick,”
Monica Lynch, Spanish teacher, said.
“They felt the pressure to earn a
waiver and have that opportunity of
being exempted from a final exam.”
Not only have the final exam
waivers been the reason for students
to come to school sick but also the
consequences of missing class lectures
and sports have pushed attendance, no
matter how a student may be feeling.
“With being in honors classes and
sports, there was so little time for
homework and definitely not time
to study for the seven finals I had to
take,” Smith said. “Along with being
an honors student, I didn’t want to
miss school, because the notes were
super-important to get and the in-class
lectures were very important to hear.
On top of that, I didn’t need even more
homework building up from missing
school.”

Famous Holiday Quotes
Match the famous quote to its corresponding movie

Movie
A Christmas Story
Elf
Scrooge
A Charlie Brown
Christmas
Polar Express
National Lampoon’s
Christmas Vacation

Quote
A. “You’re gonna shoot your eye out kid.”
B. “I never thought it was such a bad little
tree. It’s not bad at all, really. Maybe it just
needs a little love.”
C. “I’m sorry, this is our family’s first kidnapping.”
D. “It’s Christmas Eve. It’s the one night of
the year when we all act a little nicer, we
smile a little easier, we cheer a little more.
E. “Seeing is believing, but sometimes the
most real things are the things we can’t see.”
F. “Does anyone need a hug?”
Quiz created by
Morgan Himegarner

Sean Kerwin, science teacher,
agreed that attending school is easier
than missing the day of school.
“I would assume that most students
and staff came to school [prior to
Covid-19] when they weren’t feeling
well, as it is usually easier to be at
school, in-person, than to make up
homework or [for teachers] to write
assignments for a substitute.” Kerwin
said.
WCHS administrators have been
aware of problems involved with
students coming to school while sick.
“We are aware some people use
the requirements for final exam
waivers as an excuse to come to
school while sick,” Simon Merila,
dean, said, “There has been talk of the
[improving] requirements for finals
waivers every year since I have been
here.”
The finals waivers have been based
on attendance as a way to encourage
students to come to school and help
WCHS do well on the state’s “School
Report Card,” which evaluates the
performance of schools in a number of
categories,” Merila said.
However, this year earning a final
waiver is dependent on disciplinary
factors only. Therefore, students are
more likely to stay home when they
aren’t feeling well, a decision that can
help stop the spread of Covid-19.
“Most students put a lot of
time and effort into grades and
extracurricular activities,” Smith said.
“I think disciplinary records are more
important than simply attendance
records as a criterion to win waivers to
final exams.”

Panther
Pride
Program
To earn 2 exam
waivers in the
Spring of 2021:

1) 3.5 GPA;
2)No opportunity hours;
3)No Saturday detentions;
4)No CARE Program;
5) No suspensions;
6) No activity code violations;
7)No unexcused absences

To earn 1 exam
waiver:

1) No opportunity hours;
2) No Saturday detentions;
3) No CARE Program;
4) No suspensions;
5) No activity code violations;
6) No unexcused absences
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Defining moments of 2020

Jan. 9 — World Health
Organization announces Covid-19
Pandemic.
Jan. 20—First Covid-19 case in
the United States.
Jan. 26—NBA player Kobe Bryant and daughter die in a plane
crash.
Feb. 5—President Donald Trump’s
impeachment trial begins.
March 9—Stock Market hits record low.
March 13—President Trump declares a national emergency on
Covid-19.
March
24—2020
Summer
Olympics postponed to 2021.
July 14—First live murder hornet
caught in the United States.
Aug. 11—Senator Kamala Harris
chosen as Democratic Vice
Presidential candidate.
August—Wildfires ravage west
coast.
Sept. 18—Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg dies.
Oct. 2—President Trump and wife
Melania test positive for Covid-19.
Nov. 3—Election day.
In the days and weeks that follow,
votes are tallied and Joe Biden
wins.

Naughty

What’s the greatest
lesson you’ve learned
this year?

2020
Coronavirus

Nice

Frontline responders

Jack Godinez
FRESHMAN

“Through it all, we have to keep
pushing.”

Aspen Vanderhei
SOPHOMORE

Freshmen reflect on unconventional start to high school

By Palmer Whiston
While getting its “first taste” of
high school for the past four months,
the WCHS Freshman Class of 2024
has yet to be exposed to most high
school normalcy.
Through no fault of their own,
freshmen have failed …
… to fully experience the
extraordinary ambience of high school
– the environment, the emotions, the
distinctive aura that swiftly separates
high school from middle school;
… to fully grasp the scope
of
traditional
curricular
and
extracurricular activities – the field
trips, the more varied communication
of a “full” classroom of students, clubs
that help apply academic skills to
practical relevance, the sports events
that build camaraderie;
… to fully appreciate the
intangibles of high school – the
abstract services of teachers, staff and
other school stakeholders who give
moral support.
The
Covid-19
pandemic
profoundly limited the high school
options and the environment in which
it is served. The safety of students
and staff prompted the cutbacks,
postponements and cancellations of
many of the ordinary happenings of a
more normal high school experience.
Despite the devastating impact of
the Covid-19 virus, the ingenuity and
perseverance of school communities
helped to raise spirits and confront the
challenges of the pandemic.
An early strategy, the traditional
“Freshman Kick-off,” was modified to
accommodate Covid-19 restrictions.
Held Aug. 14, the purpose of the
“Kick-off” has been to help prepare
freshmen for their first day by having
them walk through their schedules,

listen to senior leaders give
motivational greetings, meet some of
their teachers and participate in teambuilding activities.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the
Freshman Class was divided, making
it difficult for freshmen to meet other
freshmen in differing sessions.
Freshman Elsa Olmstead, a new
student whose family moved from
East Peoria to Washington this past
summer, said her transition to high
school may have been more difficult
than most freshmen, because she did
not have any middle school friends
she could be with in WCHS.
“I have made some friendships,
but it’s completely different from a
normal year, because I came from
an out-of-district school and didn’t
know anyone at WCHS,” Olmstead
said. “With only half of the Freshman
Class in the building [during the shift
I attend], it is harder to make friends.
I’m glad that I have joined activities

like basketball and marching band.”
Olmstead, like many freshmen,
is devastated to have hallmark high
school experiences taken from her.
“It makes me a little sad, because
I was really looking forward to
homecoming,
marching
band
competitions, Boo Bash, and other
fun things like that,” Olmstead said. “I
hope that we can get everything under
control and enjoy high school like
it’s meant to be, because we only go
through high school once in our lives.
I would like to make the most of it.”
Another
freshman,
Madelyn
Robbins, echoed the disappointment
shared by Olmstead.
“I know that I personally wish we
could have gone to football games
and have had homecoming this year,”
Robbins said, “and I know many of
my fellow freshmen wish they could
have experienced it for the first time
as well,” This virus has definitely
caused a lot of pain, sadness and

disappointment to everyone.”
Robbins signed up to join the color
guard as a way to stay involved. Even
through her involvement, however,
she expressed the difficulty of making
friends with the present lifestyle.
“Friendships have definitely been
harder to make this year with the sixfoot social distancing that keeps us all
somewhat apart,” Robbins said. “The
masks hiding people’s faces and the
virus splitting our classes in half [are
challenges],” Robbins said. “I know
I have been able to make a couple
friends in Color Guard this year, so
I say we can still find a way to make
friends, even if it is harder.”
After speaking of the troubling
circumstances, Robbins emphasized
her unwillingness to let her first year
of high school be defeated. “I hope my
peers and I will be able to experience
all that this school has to offer and that
the virus doesn’t keep us from having
fun during our four years.”
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“Don’t procrastinate and have
good time management.”

Caroline Sweeney
JUNIOR

“Understanding.”

Makenzie Hinrichs
SENIOR

“Make sure to get everything
done in these tough times.”

Deborah Fox
Life skills teacher

“With team work, we can make
it through anything.”
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By Palmer Whiston
As Illinois schools struggle to meet
the profound challenges caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic, one dimension of
difficult problems they face deals with
the extracurricular activities of school.
		 Many sports, clubs, interscholastic
competitions, and other activities that
enrich the athletic and educational
experiences of students have been
canceled, reduced, postponed or in
other ways diminished by restrictive
guidelines. The consequence of such
loss is lower morale, motivation and
participation not only among students
but also all among the stakeholders of
school communities.
The Illinois High School Association, which is the statewide organization that provides leadership for the
promotion of good sportsmanship in
interscholastic competition and other
activities, has been struggling to resolve financial, scheduling, morale
and other momentous problems that
hinder its purposes.
“The IHSA … is struggling with
both financial and emotional issues
caused by the pandemic,” Dr. Robert

Nolting, vice president of IHSA, said.
“Financially, I do have concerns in the
short and long term about the financial
health of our organization.”
Susan Knoblauch, assistant executive director of IHSA and wife of
Washington Community High School
athletic director Herb Knoblauch,
elaborated.
“The IHSA finances have been
impacted by COVID-19,” Knoblauch
said “The ability of officials to schedule and conduct state athletic tournaments and academic competitions [that
provide significant revenue for IHSA
to support events and services] has
been [strained] by safety and financial
issues,” Knoblauch said.
“The IHSA board of directors has
been working with staff to cut the
IHSA budget from $11.5-million in
2019-20 to $6.8 million for 202021,” Knoblauch said. “The IHSA did
receive a Payroll Protection Program
(PPP) Loan that since has been
“forgiven.”
“Among many expenditure cuts,
the following additional steps have
been taken: (1) salaries were frozen
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for all IHSA staff; (2) some employee
benefits were eliminated; (3) some
IHSA support-staff jobs were reduced
from “full-time” to “part-time”
employment for the next four months;
(4) the IHSA instituted activities fees
and reduced host school guarantees to
help IHSA finances until the revenue
from gate receipts begin to return,”
Knoblauch said.
IHSA secretary Tim Moore, expressed his thought regarding the organization’s cutbacks caused by the
pandemic.
“The way that Covid-19 is trending
right now, it’s hard to justify playing
sports at a time when we are seeing
an increase in positive cases,” Moore
said.
Dr. Nolting said he has mixed
feelings regarding some of the state’s
recommendations for high school
activities.
“I have advocated for openness,
transparency and collaboration when
making decisions regarding high
school athletes and competitive
activities,” Nolting said.
The IHSA vice president explained
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the importance of having access
to all relevant information in the
decision-making process, and if some
information is ambiguous or missing,
conflicts can arise.
“This is a time when we need less
conflict, not more,” Nolting said.
IHSA officials emphasize that
the IHSA’s most significant priority
is formulating as much safety as
possible.
“We, as a Board, feel safety
trumps finances for now, and there are
potential solutions we can entertain
once we get back to some normalcy,”
Nolting said.
WCHS athletic director Herb
Knoblauch indicated his willingness
to take on anything if it means
Washington students could have the
opportunity to play their winter and
spring sports.
“Extracurricular activities and
sports play a large part in the high
school experience,” Knoblauch said.
“Being able to participate is very important, even if we have to livestream
the events due to no spectators.”
Secretary Moore expressed how

difficult it is for himself, other officers
of the board and members of the IHSA
to stay optimistic.
“We got into education not only
because of the opportunity to work
with young people but also because
there is also a certain level of social
interaction that makes schools fun as
well,” Moore said. “ With Covid-19,
we have lost this.
“However, as leaders of our school
and as leaders within the IHSA, we
are also obligated to stay positive and
continue to give hope to our students,
staffs and families.”
Vice President Nolting wished
to share a message to high school
athletes across Illinois as they trek
through unknown, troublesome waters
of the pandemic.
		 “To the kids around the state, know
that people desperately care about you
and your experiences in athletics and
activities,” Nolting said. “I cannot
promise anything more than our
effort and our empathy. Please, keep
optimistic and keep working toward
your life goals. We are never going to
quit working for you.”

Panther cheer team in limbo while hoping to have a 2020-21 season
By Shannon Garcia
The WCHS cheer team is yet
another winter sport with a postponed
schedule due to restrictions caused by
the Covid-19 virus.
Nevertheless, the squad has been
working from home (with social
distancing), eager to get back out on
the gymnasium floor.
Although there are many things to
look forward to, including competition
for the state finals, the girls say they
are really missing their regularlyscheduled competitions at this time of
the year.
In a normal winter, the practices,
memories and trophies would have
been in full swing by now. Seniors

Abie Gorman and Ellie Andres are
hopeful to get in the gym, ASAP.
“I would love to be able to compete
again one last time,” Gorman said.
“I’m hoping that I might eventually
get the senior year I always thought I
would have.”
The previous plan of the IHSA
was to begin competing on Nov. 30.
However, with new guidelines, there
is no definite schedule at this time.
“I look forward to hearing the final decision, and I am hopeful for a
season in the future,” Andres said.
While the girls can’t get together for
practices, the team is working hard
together to stay in shape for a possible
season.

Weekly Google Meeting calls
are held with the athletes and their
coaching staff to share information
and keep up with the latest news.
Team bonding is important, but
with mask-wearing, social distancing
and performing via a screen rather
than before “live” audiences, “team
bonding” can be more challenging
The Panthers have been lifting
their spirit and becoming motivated by
recalling their special memories from
previous seasons.
Andres said her favorite memory
from the WCHS cheerleading
program was “breaking school history
with a Sectional Championship and
continuing to maintain that record as

well as a “Top Ten” title in state for
three consecutive years.”
“Just meeting in the middle of the
mat, hugging all my teammates and
being proud of all of our hard work
are my favorite memories,” Gorman
added.
The athletes aren’t the only ones
struggling with the uncertainty. The
coaching staff is restless to get any
updates regarding chances for a
definitive schedule and chances to
start the season.
Assistant coach and WCHS alum
Sam Garcia is anxiously looking
forward to getting an official “yes”
or “no” on a 2020-21 winter sports
season.

“It is important to us that we get
some of our normalcy back,” Garcia
said.
Garcia said she has her own “State
Finals” memories, but her favorite
time was her first year as a coach.
“I love when the team comes together and works so hard to perform at
the highest intensity,” Garcia said.
The former Panther cheerleader
said she loves and misses the exciting
experiences watching from the sidelines, as do many fans and supporters.
“The program is always very
strong,” Garcia said. “We reached a
good momentum at the end of last season, and this year is another promising
one.”

Dance team keeps-in- step with masks & social distancing

VIRTUAL PERFORMANCE— Senior Katie Coughlon, sophomore Hayley Jackson and freshman Natalie Blackwell perform during a taping of the
Pantherette’s performance of Coldplay’s “Fix You.”

By Morgan Himegarner
The WCHS Pantherette dance
squad is still “twirling around,” maintaining “social distancing” at six feet
apart.
Dance remains one of the few designated winter sports that has not been
cancelled or postponed because of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Nevertheless, things are looking
very different for the Pantherettes.
“Right now, all competitions are
virtual,” Lauren Metz, dance coach,
said.
The team videotapes their performance and submits the videos to the
IHSA for judging.
“We video-taped everybody’s
solo performance over at the Five
Points community building, and then
we submitted the videotapes,” Metz
said. “The IHSA put all the videos together like a Youtube video, and they
did awards after it. So basically, you
can submit the video, and it becomes
like a watch party for viewing all the
routines. That’s very different.”
The team has had to make
adaptations to their routines in order
to maintain the social-distancing

requirements.
“It’s different, because we’re usually able to add cool effects and lifts to
our dances,” Katie Coughlon, varsity
Pantherette, said. “But now, [because
of Covid-19 restrictions], we no longer are allowed to have physical contact with teammates. So, we can’t do
those [acrobatics] this year.”
Another difference in dance performances involves audiences.
“In the past, we’ve always been
able to perform our dances in front
of large crowds, such as during
Community Night, basketball games
and competitions. This year dances
must be shown virtually.”
During the spring, the girls were
allowed to practice using some of their
old dance choreography. This gave
them an opportunity to meet with their
coaches and teammates.
“We were unable to have team
tryouts until later. It was more people
working with the team all summer
long,” Metz said.
Coughlon said she feels luck to
compete, even if it is just virtually.
“Not performing in front of a large
crowd is what I miss the most.”
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Winter seasons postponed

Dec. 17, 2020

Basketball, swimming move to January; wrestling to April
The Illinois High School Association board announced Nov. 18 that it
has issued guidance to pause all IHSA
winter sports and activities beginning
Nov. 20. The decision was made “to
maintain compliance with the most
recent mitigations issued by Gov. J.B.
Pritzker.
A press release from the IHSA
said that “given Gov. Pritzker’s current mitigations, the Board has no
expectation of starting low risk winter
sports prior to January. The Board and
IHSA staff will continue to monitor
the Tier 3 Resurgence Mitigation in
effect currently.”

Boys Basketball

By Carson Williamsen
The boys basketball team has been
practicing for the past few months,
preparing for the season. However, the
resurgence of Covid-19 has now put
the basketball season on hold.
Ethan Mountz, senior guard, said
he has been hopeful for the season.
“I was extremely excited to hear
the news that we could practice and
scrimmage [in early November]. Just

being able to be around the guys is
awesome, and playing basketball with
them is even better” Mountz said.
Mountz said he is disappointed by
the postponement, however.
“We would be shattered if the
season were to be cancelled. We have
been working at this sport all our lives,
and to get senior year taken away
would be heartbreaking,” Mountz
said.

Girls Basketball

By Shannon Garcia
Junior Georgia Duncan, a veteran
girls basketball player, said she is also
concerned with the postponement of
the season.
“Everyone has worked hard during
the offseason, and it’s unfair we continue to get postponed,” Duncan said.
Duncan said the Panthers continue
to build bonds so the chemistry on the
court won’t suffer. “Everyone wants
to play and it’s brought us closer as a
team,” Duncan said.
To Duncan, the postponement
means understanding the safety.
“Nothing has been cancelled, and I

know the IHSA is doing everything in
their power so we can play the sports
we love,” she added.
Duncan isn’t the only one who is
trying to stay positive in these tough
times. Senior Allie Scrivner is ready to
keep working hard… at home.
“We were ready to start games,”
Scrivner said. “However, we understand that if precautions have to be
taken in order to save peoples’ lives,
that is what we will do.”
Although there was no official
schedule, the girls work ethic continued to increase.
Head coach Kimberly Barth is
hopeful and optimistic about playing
in a healthy environment sometime in
the new year.
“The mental and physical health
of our students athletes will always
be my number one priority,” Barth
said. “Our kids are hungry and want
to get better, so I am hopeful we will
have the opportunity to compete in
January.”

Wrestling

By Justin Minton

Wrestling was deemed a high contact sport by the Illinois Department
of Public Health and by Gov. Pritzker
on Oct. 27 and moved to the summer
season. They are now set to take to the
mats from April 19 to June 26 2021.
WCHS coach Nick Miller along
with a few other coaches presented an
appeal in September to have the season pushed to summer. Miller said that
the push to move the season until April
was made to help give the athletes a
better chance of having a season.
“Just the idea that we wouldn’t be
able to have a season at all and if we
did, it was going to be a very restricted
season is what made us choose to
push for an April season. Moving it
increases our chances of having a
season and having less restrictions in
that season,” Miller said.
Miller said that during contact days
this fall the team spent time lifting and
trying to improve as a team.
“As a coach, I’m trying to improve
each individual, and at the same time
with Corona happening, I’m trying
to keep them from being distracted,”
Miller said.

Boys Swimming

By Dylan Rosiak
The boys swimmers were able to
get a week and a half of practice in
before the IHSA suspended winter
sports. Coach Tom Smith said he is
hopeful the season will resume Jan. 1.
“It is sad that the season has been
postponed,” Smith said. “We have
swimmers and divers who had great
chances to break school records.
Without training practices and meets,
swimmers miss opportunities to get
personal bests.”
Smith said that he believes some of
the athletes have a chance to qualify
for state this year.
Smith said he sends the swimmers
workouts, but one of the challenges is
to keep the athletes motivated.
“It is hard to motivate them to go to
5-Points Community Center on their
own,” Smith said.
“Only members are allowed at 5Points (due to Covid restrictions) and
divers are not able to use the diving
board.” Smith said he has also sent the
swimmers dryland workouts for them
to do at home.

FACING ADVERSITY— The boys and girls basketball teams gather around head coach, Coach Schermerhorn. He talks about facing adversity during
these tough times and things the teams can do to better their performance in basketball.

TAKING FLIGHT— Jamari White, sophomore forward, takes flight and soars in the dunk
contest on Nov. 19.

RACE TO THE FINISH— Alexa Moehle and Allie Scrivner focus on the rim to make the basket BASKET— Allie Scrivner, senior point guard,
for the lady Panthers.

shoots to win in a contest against the boy’s team.

