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2020 IJEA Newspaper & Digital Media Contest 
Results for Division 1 | Enrollment 700 & below 

CORE CATEGORIES | ​Open to all publications — print only, digital only & hybrid 

NEWS 

Best News Story 
1st: Ella Beiser, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S.  
To protest, dancers must sit 
2nd: Hannah Reichert, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Amber Coon wins battle with sepsis 
3rd: Audrey Matzke, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Lab students participate in Global Climate strike in Chicago  
HM: Hannah Reichert, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Meridian board makes switch to Latin honors system  

Best In-Depth News Story 
1st: Peter Pu, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Climate crisis: How teachers plan to address the generation’s hottest issue 
2nd: Nikhil Patel, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Teachers go ‘gradeless’ 
3rd: Hannah Reichert, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Methodist Church to vote on split 
HM: Sara Wangler, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Federal firefighter aids in Australian wildfire crisis 

FEATURES 

Best Feature Story 
1st: Ella Beiser, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Suburban commuters experience positives, negatives 
2nd: Robert Tackett, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Meridian loses Klein to retirement 
3rd: Delaney Feller, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S.  
Go Gold Night 
HM: Audrey Matzke, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
TikTok encourages self-expression, community 
HM: Damien Ponce, The Phoenix Chronicle, Phoenix Military Academy 
Sanchez to State 

https://uhighmidway.com/6037/news/dance-troupe-may-sit-but-not-kneel/
https://meridiandaily.net/news/2020/02/25/amber-coon-wins-battle-with-sepsis/
https://uhighmidway.com/4493/news/lab-students-participate-in-global-climate-strike-in-chicago/
https://meridiandaily.net/news/2019/08/11/meridian-board-makes-switch-to-latin-honors-system/
https://uhighmidway.com/5547/news/climate-crisis-how-teachers-plan-to-address-the-generations-hottest-issue/
https://uhighmidway.com/5251/news/teachers-go-gradeless/
https://meridiandaily.net/news/2020/02/20/methodist-church-to-vote-on-split/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FJan-11.pdf&form-id=4&field-id=15&hash=59dc2f1855024b0e9bce4b5e69ee16038fb9267c3d03fb1b438f8f18d55bd886
https://uhighmidway.com/6385/features/suburban-commuters-experience-positives-negatives/
https://meridiandaily.net/news/feature-2/2020/02/20/meridian-loses-klein-to-retirement/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fb1.pdf&form-id=5&field-id=15&hash=1f8146e3fa9d10a0bc490efcb17d79c63d83207710cbe19122b9877a524a3ac3
https://uhighmidway.com/3934/features/tiktok-encourages-self-expression-community/
https://phoenixmilitarynews.com/2020/02/04/sanchez-to-state/
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Best Personality Profile 
1st: Grace Brady, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Senior enjoys creating complex engineering projects 
2nd: Clay Brigham, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Senior Jack Martin founds Martin Magic 
3rd: Olivia Griffin, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Gigi Reece’s percussion passion 
HM: Sara Wangler, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Student gets a role in state competition 
 
 
SPORTS 
 
Best Sports News Story 
1st: Nicky Edwards-Levin, Christian Gluth & Ella Beiser, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Lab H.S. 
Boys soccer team places first at state 
2nd: Ella Beiser, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S.  
P.E. department says athletics are not suitable substitute 
3rd: Delaney Jones, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Starting strong: Hawks win first season opener since 2005 
HM: Anna Cotter & Delanie Fay, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
Season of success 
HM: Nicholas Rulevish, Launch Pad, Okawville Junior/Senior H.S. 
Rocket Basketball Blasts Off! 
 
Best Sports Feature Story 
1st: Christian Gluth, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Esports proves growing and successful industry 
2nd: Madeline Welch, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Refereeing done right: Student, teacher collaborate over calling signals 
3rd: Haley Sullivan, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Club sports offer many recruiting opportunities 
HM: Haley Grimes, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Let them eat cake: Meisenhelter twins spend $1,000 on cake 
HM: Sara Wangler, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Girls on the gridiron 
HM: Luke Whalen, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
Kankakee Co-ops: Swimming and golf making waves and strides in K3 
 
Best Sports Commentary 
1st: Luke Whalen, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
Best of the best: Ranking the Super Bowl halftime shows 
2nd: Sotero Rodriguez, The Phoenix Chronicle, Phoenix Military Academy 
Conor McGregor 
3rd: Haley Sullivan, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S.  
Bat ips — cocky or condent? 
HM: Luke Whalen, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
Last time of the field 

https://uhighmidway.com/6709/features/senior-enjoys-creating-complex-engineering-projects/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FNov-10.pdf&form-id=6&field-id=12&hash=cf43550053697effbece403948b9dc5f2e9e17d3ec9bb4c36c1bbf0b971ca908
https://uhighmidway.com/6524/arts/gigi-reeces-percussion-passion/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FJan-12.pdf&form-id=6&field-id=13&hash=aa5bbfcad4acc768b2a816009ce84df7e4921cbe8289d71486fbe2083ce42d9d
https://uhighmidway.com/5136/sports/boys-soccer-team-places-first-at-state/
https://uhighmidway.com/5601/sports/p-e-department-says-athletics-are-not-suitable-substitute/
https://meridiandaily.net/news/sports/2019/08/31/starting-strong-hawks-win-first-season-opener-since-2005/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fb-page-3.pdf&form-id=7&field-id=14&hash=3fc835ac6347d8ccfea10ea3bcdae3bab0e282391585e6af17156a0d2f4b029d
https://ohslaunchpad.com/1126/sports/rocket-basketball-blasts-off/
https://uhighmidway.com/5999/sports/esports-proves-growing-and-successful-industry/
https://uhighmidway.com/6800/sports/reffereeing-story/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FOct.-9.pdf&form-id=8&field-id=14&hash=bcbff7f804eeff639e96012f9a01b7cc7a135e753efbb83b1ed6f31df43e504a
https://meridiandaily.net/news/2020/01/23/let-them-eat-cake-meisenhelter-twins-spend-1000-on-cake/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FSept.-9.pdf&form-id=8&field-id=15&hash=3454b7a3680b1a3b11cf777e6c5afc9485a9a55527af8ba12c77dbb3109e5337
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fb-page-9.pdf&form-id=8&field-id=15&hash=e99cc8d037f2a91195defeb5d933b9630fceba1e03e8ce12b8f92ef6416e5723
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fb-page-9.pdf&form-id=9&field-id=14&hash=50484ffe87a3c233fb002a75a93af44e646a8c026b0635b63f718a52b8e35bb4
https://phoenixmilitarynews.com/2020/02/14/conor-mcgregor/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2F8-Nov.pdf&form-id=9&field-id=14&hash=0b406774927eb2780a21d73019707ff9f987602fffa328827b45954a767e3dcd
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fbpage9.pdf&form-id=9&field-id=15&hash=2645408ee4dc00eef0510d0c2115f8986ef1f7cac6727b7e0a70363e335fc71a
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OPINION 
 
Best Staff Editorial 
1st: Nicky Edwards-Levin & Madeline Welch, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Identity clubs need our help to thrive 
2nd: Staff, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
This is not Meridian  
3rd: Ivan Beck, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S.  
Teens: count on your peers 
HM: Selina Wang, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Long line limits lunch time for students eating in cafeteria 
 
Best Serious Commentary 
1st: Audrey Matzke, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Wellness is about more than just academics 
2nd: Rheis Wasson, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Beware friendly foes 
3rd: Ellie Fitzpatrick, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
American idiots 
HM: Kaylyn Bauer, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
Show choir gets a new dancer for the day: I am trying out dancing and singing at the same time! 
HM: Leland Culver, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Zero-waste should be an affordable lifestyle 
 
Best Humorous Commentary 
1st: Rheis Wasson, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S.  
Cover up for cold weather 
2nd: Rheis Wasson, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Time is running out for Tik-Tok 
3rd: Anna Cotter & Delanie Fay, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
Battle of the Bars 
 
Best Review 
1st: Amanda Cassel, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Memoir explores survivor-attacker narrative 
2nd: ​Olivia Griffin, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
World of Warhol: Art Institute hosts retrospective exhibit 
3rd:​ Karrigan True, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
The chaos of WCKY 
HM: Anna Cotter & Delanie Fay, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
O’ Christmas Tree 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://uhighmidway.com/6772/showcase/identity-clubs-need-our-help-to-thrive/
https://meridiandaily.net/news/2019/12/09/this-is-not-meridian/
https://uhighmidway.com/3928/opinion/teens-count-on-your-peers/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FSept.5.pdf&form-id=10&field-id=14&hash=c3523f61653fdf86cf662e046483d52f1670b462e9fa43e74fe4831db00d4a8b
https://uhighmidway.com/5662/opinion/wellness-is-about-more-than-just-academics/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FFeb.-4.pdf&form-id=11&field-id=14&hash=eb3d3d6f23670c3a0ebc5dae9b22e6b253a646f820e466c6b38cd9aec4f4de8a
https://meridiandaily.net/showcase/2020/02/20/american-idiots/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fb-page-5.pdf&form-id=11&field-id=15&hash=eabdf81b4cc13d4dcc6bf6203c83258666bd9867690b149ac2a079b84d2f708d
https://uhighmidway.com/6368/opinion/zero-waste-should-be-an-affordable-lifestyle/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FOctober-page-4.pdf&form-id=12&field-id=15&hash=30bf1b84e0cffe33d98c463c048190603c417c01a8eb82961b92265868260dad
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FSept.-4.pdf&form-id=12&field-id=14&hash=9618703330d1668bda61c0749303bf66f8a915eeb5f5e08b2fb79f83718b2c4e
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fb-page-4.pdf&form-id=12&field-id=14&hash=683b57b3bfb2675507946cc123163e1d183342beb9d181d72107eb9fa4c06126
https://uhighmidway.com/5845/arts/memoir-explores-survivor-attacker-narrative/
https://uhighmidway.com/5282/arts/world-of-warhol-art-institute-hosts-retrospective-exhibit/
https://meridiandaily.net/showcase/2019/11/15/the-chaos-of-wcky/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fb-page-4.pdf&form-id=13&field-id=14&hash=955d25184a9f2d003028993dd5e2079088ab19e02b1c4a2265277adc0ba9731c
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PHOTOS 
 
Best News or Feature Photo 
1st: Maria Shaughnessy, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
All in the Air (student juggling — fifth photo down) 
2nd: Gabby Bingaman, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S.  
MES Walk-a-thon, 2019 
3rd: Jordyn Heckert, Launch Pad, Okawville Junior/Senior H.S.  
Assisting a bowler (first photo in gallery) 
HM: Sara Wangler, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S.  
Sophomore Hannah Bolin plays snare drum (bottom photo) 
HM: Elliot Taylor, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S.  
It’s Rocket Science 
HM: Madison McClusky, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Drama department production of “Grease” 
 
Best Sports Photo 
1st: Maria Shaughnessy, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Tight-Knit Tennis Team 
2nd: Robert Le Cates, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
CJ Scott touchdown 
3rd: Megan Schleifer, Launch Pad, Okawville Junior/Senior H.S. 
Shot Blocked (fifth photo) 
HM: Keyanna Cooper, The Phoenix Chronicle, Phoenix Military Academy 
Track Team 
HM: Robert Le Cates, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Banner break-thru 
HM: Mauria Shaughnessy, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Heads Up 
 
 
ART & GRAPHICS 
 
Best Editorial Cartoon 
1st: Trinity Stoneking, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
Meanwhile at HHS … 
2nd: Rachel Myers, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Handing out the scholarships 
3rd: Madeleine DeNeal, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
It’ll hit before you know it!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://uhighmidway.com/6613/arts/artsfest-provides-time-for-creativity-relaxation/
https://meridiandaily.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/IMG_9345.jpg
https://ohslaunchpad.com/962/news/nhs-slt-volunteer-at-special-olympics/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FSept.-1.pdf&form-id=14&field-id=15&hash=d80992584b873726b01420ea9c8365bae6ba8031619407d984b110a51a6c5829
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-PhotoNewsFeature-1.pdf&form-id=14&field-id=15&hash=c29306a16b10c67dbd748b166f2b773c4c87da8b86893148b346b143c0d1ce35
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FOctober-Page-3.pdf&form-id=14&field-id=14&hash=1b8e31e30d1e1f609b2be88b23ed6b8020d0d7a0631c55aaa8b99cb0c544b670
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-PhotoSports-1.pdf&form-id=15&field-id=15&hash=105cb847ebb35e9e170e244a4e2e8f8a5d70e5475f90ab2765e0a2488ecf8650
https://meridiandaily.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/CJSCOTT.jpg
https://ohslaunchpad.com/1193/sports/images-from-boys-regionals/
https://phoenixmilitarynews.com/2020/03/06/new-track-team/
https://meridiandaily.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/IMG_3150.jpg
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-PhotoSports-2.pdf&form-id=15&field-id=14&hash=96ab4ecdacd7a4da50c53bd9e89991cb2b2403d0b584e89d20d7186607ea2d02
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fb-2.pdf&form-id=16&field-id=14&hash=2e562148827e2eaa7612509a8d0256fff877a984e1879ea62f5fa165d0013bbb
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FOP-ED-FINAL-4-pdf.pdf&form-id=16&field-id=15&hash=d468cd96e09c4efff4a0c8f62c4230ee4c77071e989a9e3f3414b6b76063898f
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FOP-ED-FINAL-5-pdf.pdf&form-id=16&field-id=14&hash=cf4b1118d845188856c151284562627f74cdef597fe08e4f8a4544db5422b4d6
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Best Illustration 
1st: Trinity Stoneking, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
Beware of Booger 
2nd: Risa Cohen, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S.  
Too Hot to Handle 
3rd: Arwen Baker, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S.  
What the Flick 
HM: Trinity Stoneking, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
VSCO Girl 
HM: Risa Cohen, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Racing for the Nomination 
 
Best Infographic 
1st: Trinity Stoneking, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S.  
Made it from the Heart 
2nd: Nicky Edwards-Levin, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S.  
Facts on Fire 
3rd: Abigail Slimmon & Amanda Cassel, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Vaping Quick Facts  
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Best Alternative Storytelling 
1st: Selina Wang, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
How to Enter the U.S. 
2nd: Abigail Slimmon & Nikhil Patel, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Brought to the table: Students experience insensitivity, racist jokes, N-word 
3rd: Selina Wang, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Where are the clothes manufactured? 
HM: Leland Culver, Christian Gluth, Olivia Griffin & Willow Young, U-High Midway,  
University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Take time during break to rest, recharge  
HM: Josie Mendel, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
Q&A couples: Putting HHS couples to the test 
 
Best Use of Social Media 
1st: Abigail Slimmon, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S., 
Instagram @uhighmidway 
2nd: Amber Miller, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Facebook @District15News 
3rd: Leland Culver, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Facebook @uhighmidway 
 
 
 
 
 

https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fbpage6.pdf&form-id=17&field-id=14&hash=0289ae96a838375c2bb074bd960a05ded2a27617007d914c98f2f8b6b4d21c39
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-Illustration-1.pdf&form-id=17&field-id=15&hash=5bdfd5cd50ae27b05a09b7426dd58dd1fd5bbf796777500c86bfae3c051d9e90
https://meridiandaily.net/podcasts/2020/03/10/very-superstitious/#photo
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fb-7.pdf&form-id=17&field-id=15&hash=b7ec39a0290e8746e08a441788bb64f6ee28d6daa6e2a8f5932e43c31afa9922
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-Illustration-2.pdf&form-id=17&field-id=14&hash=0bb21abb377bb71c282d3b4c3f25930c63024ff5bb62b6601b8e39ffbf21c34a
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fb-page-6.pdf&form-id=18&field-id=14&hash=6ba546d7788ddd3ac6fcce50a1675b4071c92376d9b25e21a21a539e76e02682
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-Infographic-2.pdf&form-id=18&field-id=14&hash=5ba9b6b8d4afd82763b782d865adb7bbedae3919a9863a64af6a25e084009d06
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-Infographic-1.pdf&form-id=18&field-id=15&hash=4ce655be7ce995ed128e5710f4b378331dc88d2e00eb17b449343829e4defde0
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FNov.-CPS-6-7.pdf&form-id=19&field-id=15&hash=a8634443e47daa482882dacc6977eb89baf8ea1fa636ff49fb8e8d60882eb0ef
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-Alternative-2.pdf&form-id=19&field-id=14&hash=1d7138c80ffca1c284de32fc4acf1190411787520921b716dc30c4ad857c8b7d
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FCPS-Feb-pdf.pdf&form-id=19&field-id=14&hash=51e86aff6f9d98c55ea188c5f7d6f41f8fc87d26b0261b03840dd372d488998e
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-Alternative-1.pdf&form-id=19&field-id=15&hash=5edabac7cbad6abad61f35aa6f06b2c8bc533f16495a709c2245d11cd45ea043
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fb-page-6.pdf&form-id=19&field-id=15&hash=e726092c0f7c75f12ba1716b46211691260d5a2b620c47e203bc064bc133fff1
https://www.instagram.com/uhighmidway/
https://www.facebook.com/District15News/
https://www.facebook.com/uhighmidway
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Best Headline 
1st: Audrey Matzke, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
He’s a Rocket Man: Senior builds rocket engine independently 
2nd: Arwen Baker, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
You won’t be ‘board’ at family game night 
3rd: Haley Sullivan & Sara Wangler, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Girls on the gridiron: Team sees larger female presence 

Best Advertisement 
1st: Breanna Evans, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Brelsfoard Farms 
2nd: Selina Wang, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Pampered Paws 
3rd: Breanna Evans, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Pixie Vacations 

PRINT CATEGORIES | ​Open to print-only publications & print versions of hybrid publications 

Best Single-Page Story Package 
1st: Ella Beiser, Berk Oto, Julian Ingersoll & Ace Zhang, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Lab H.S. 
A whole new headspace 
2nd: Christian Gluth & Nicky Edwards-Levin, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Sports on Screens 
3rd: Ava Haase & Harrison Giese, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
Happy Halloween 

Best Centerspread Story Package 
1st: Nikhil Patel, Amanda Cassel, Audrey Matzke, Peter Pu, Maria Shaughnessy, U-High Midway, 
University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Swipe and scroll 
2nd: Selina Wang, Rheis Watson & Sara Wangler, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S.  
Incredible stories of first generation Americans, their families 
3rd: Amanda Cassel, Anathea Carrigan, Nicky Edwards-Levin, Caroline Hohner, Risa Cohen & Berk Oto, 
U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S.
Racing for the Nomination
HM: Selina Wang & Sara Wangler, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S.
Fashion is for more than wearing

Best Photo Story 
1st: Odysseas Nikas, Abigail Slimmon & Katerina Lopez, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Lab H.S. 
Get on board with spring 
2nd: Mira Costello, Kathy Luan, Maria Shaughnessy & Malcolm Taylor, U-High Midway,  
University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Homecoming Week 
3rd: Delaney Feller, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
Then vs. Now 

https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-Headline-1.pdf&form-id=21&field-id=15&hash=bf9396f289504e0ef7899856810d071119a882b72831291fa6b6376a03588611
https://meridiandaily.net/showcase/2019/09/26/familygamenight/
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FSept.-9.pdf&form-id=21&field-id=15&hash=eb3129858079cf269901f4672e96b2755dddf715d29909a7c1e9d19b5f5fb4b9
https://meridiandaily.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Brelsfoard-Farms-Logo.jpg
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FFeb-3-1.pdf&form-id=22&field-id=15&hash=61131c0262855004357e499271063ac683074dbc45eb98dc42382fc5bf5d2326
https://meridiandaily.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Pixie-Vacations-Logo.jpg
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-SinglePgPkg-2.pdf&form-id=23&field-id=15&hash=ebc92bdea9a712a46efd429a85222e0fdbcf61bc802158b28e519cdb784b626d
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-SinglePgPkg-1.pdf&form-id=23&field-id=14&hash=5cff978466ffbf496f86d14fc0c2cb5c32c6e918b88fa14f61cb6c82dda6b8cb
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fbpage7.pdf&form-id=23&field-id=14&hash=fede43e174f50f8ff7406db430f0aee41b6875bb7dc1eb51450d0d24086c2c72
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-Centerspread-1.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=14&hash=5324f08f123817bec614e794b8061a3b88de477c135f0e15227b7dfa797d79c0
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FNov.-CPS-6-7.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=14&hash=38670c7269f89bd5a422c5214573e6c280f9d625f13b2758039b32609ec31228
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-Centerspread-2.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=15&hash=249498aea49c1fe16cebdd8f41463bea3fbfeb6b1e3325fdfe63cf70f258f503
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FCPS-Feb-pdf.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=15&hash=5b411c4e4c25d687246c7631324e731e8877450787061ca774c994d9977c81c1
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-PhotoStory-1.pdf&form-id=25&field-id=12&hash=2f9f0b7055d0f68c450fd6f1b8675cc9f0bcebd1641b02be3c9a6f681eee8405
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-PhotoStory-2.pdf&form-id=25&field-id=13&hash=c83a73256356c50248ad70476ad176e233059ba68cd5009631cb3c57dda58280
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2Fpage-3.pdf&form-id=25&field-id=12&hash=e59847d805289b3c6488f669fd467433013c19c9fd313324109165d2cd0a3e83
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Best Front-Page Design 
1st: Mira Costello, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Front page — Dec. 12, 2019 
2nd: Ella Beiser, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Front page — March 12, 2020 
3rd: Madison McClusky, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Front page — Dec. 16, 2019 
HM: Madison McClusky, The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S. 
Front page — Sept. 30, 2019 

Best Overall Design 
1st: Staff, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S.  
Issue — Jan. 24, 2020  
2nd: Staff, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Issue — March 12, 2020 
3rd: Lydia Huizenga & Joslyn Galeaz, Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S. 
Issue — February 2020 

DIGITAL CATEGORIES | ​Open to digital-only publications & online versions of hybrid publication​s 

Best Photo Gallery or Photo Slideshow 
1st: Robert Le Cates, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Meridian home against ALAH, Dec. 12 
2nd: Gabby Bingaman, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
MES Walk-a-thon, 2019 
3rd: Nicky Edwards-Levin, Macy Beal, Kathy Luan, Malcolm Taylor & Maria Shaughnessy, 
U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S.
Students embrace Spirit Week with fun outfits
HM: Peter Pu, Maria Shaughnessy & Leland Culver, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Lab H.S.
Art, music, fun abound at Art in the Dark

Best Video Story 
1st: Gabby Bingaman & Delaney Jones, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Mike Taylor visit 
2nd: Hannah Reichert, Larou de Jong & Robert Tackett, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Methodist church to vote at assembly 

Best Audio Podcast 
1st: Arwen Baker, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S.  
What the Flick: Very Superstitious 
2nd: Arwen Baker, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S.  
Love is in the Air  
3rd: Emma Trone & Jacob Posner, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
The Bubble: Religion 
HM: Emma Trone & Jacob Posner, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
The Bubble: Race 

https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-FrontPg-1.pdf&form-id=26&field-id=12&hash=d6fb17cc70c13ca980436fd749b1ea8070f508082129acc834012d2590586f7f
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FMidway-FrontPg-2.pdf&form-id=26&field-id=13&hash=83cec5630097316ceb653bdb21c8571c2218232502f566fae1fa5a19f6b8a97b
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FDec1.pdf&form-id=26&field-id=12&hash=bf513d53b3ff6f2a9215f5d29067b6eafd753a8ccbf3be41f132841b1d8d73b3
https://illinoisjea.org/index.php?gf-download=2020%2F03%2FSept.-1.pdf&form-id=26&field-id=13&hash=2f2ad4e63a56e812c22f5fc00a27dfbf422abb478efbb1c4533ec21d4675cbc6
https://illinoisjea.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/U-HighMidway_01-24-20.pdf
https://illinoisjea.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/U-HighMidway_03-12-20.pdf
https://illinoisjea.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/TigerNewsToday_02-20.pdf
https://meridiandaily.net/news/sports/2020/02/18/meridian-home-against-alah-dec-12/
https://meridiandaily.net/photo-gallery/2020/03/27/mes-walk-a-thon-2019/#photo
https://uhighmidway.com/4585/features/students-embrace-sprit-week-with-fun-outfits/#
https://uhighmidway.com/6615/arts/art-music-fun-abound-at-art-in-the-dark/
https://meridiandaily.net/video/2020/03/13/mike-taylor-visit/
https://meridiandaily.net/video/2020/01/31/methodist-church-to-vote-at-assembly/
https://meridiandaily.net/podcasts/2020/03/10/very-superstitious/#photo
https://meridiandaily.net/podcasts/2020/02/17/love-is-in-the-air/
https://soundcloud.com/uhighmidway/the-bubble-religion
https://soundcloud.com/uhighmidway/the-bubble-episode-1-race
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Best Multimedia Story Package 
1st: Peter Pu, Miriam Bloom, Kathy Luan, Maria Shaughnessy & Elliott Taylor & Malcolm Taylor, 
U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S.
Artsfest provides time for creativity, relaxation
2nd: Peter Pu, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S.
Campus sound show provides new art experience
3rd: Hannah Reichert, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S.
Soccer seniors say goodbye to Meridian
HM: Hannah Reichert, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S.
Graduation: Class of 2019

Best Website 
1st: Abigail Slimmon, Nikhil Patel & Leland Culver, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Lab H.S. 
U-High Midway website
2nd: Hannah Reichert & Breanna Evans, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S.
Meridian Daily website
3rd: Damien Ponce & Andres Vargas, The Phoenix Chronicle, Phoenix Military Academy
Phoenix Chronicle website
HM: Nicholas Rulevish, Launch Pad, Okawville Junior/Senior H.S.
Launch Pad website

SPECIAL CATEGORY | ​Open to all publications — results do not count toward Best Publication Awards 

Best COVID-19 Coverage 
1st: Madeline Welch, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Coronavirus delays Chinese exchange trip 
2nd: Larou de Jong, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Impact of COVID-19 on exchange students 
3rd: Abigail Slimmon & Berk Oto, U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 
Beach family repatriated after being stranded in Peru 
HM: Hannah Reichert, The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S. 
Senior year messed with by COVID-19 

BEST PUBLICATION AWARDS | ​Overall results for Division 1 

The results for Best Publication are determined by the number of points accumulated in the categories 
listed above, except for the one-time category of Best COVID-19 Coverage. For all others: 

● 1st = 5 points
● 2nd = 4 points
● 3rd = 3 points
● HM= 1 point

https://uhighmidway.com/6613/arts/artsfest-provides-time-for-creativity-relaxation/
https://uhighmidway.com/5140/arts/campus-sound-show-provides-new-art-experience/
https://meridiandaily.net/news/sports/2019/10/11/soccer-seniors-say-goodbye-to-meridian/
https://meridiandaily.net/teen-culture/2019/05/20/graduation-the-class-of-2019/
https://uhighmidway.com/
https://meridiandaily.net/
https://phoenixmilitarynews.com/
https://ohslaunchpad.com/
https://uhighmidway.com/6285/news/coronavirus-delays-chinese-exchange-trip/
https://meridiandaily.net/teen-culture/2020/03/19/impact-covid-19-on-exchange-students/
https://uhighmidway.com/6976/features/beach-family-repatriated-after-being-stranded-in-peru/
https://meridiandaily.net/teen-culture/2020/03/26/senior-year-messed-with-by-covid-19/
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Best Print Publication | ​Publication that appears in print only* 
1st: The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S., Cathy Wall, adviser 
2nd: Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S., Kerri Robinson, adviser 
*​This includes PDF versions

Best Digital Publication | ​Publication that appears online only 
1st: The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S., Sheila Moore, adviser 
2nd: The Phoenix Chronicle, Phoenix Military Academy, Katie Fernandez, adviser 
3rd: Launch Pad, Okawville Junior/Senior H.S., Dana Donovan, adviser 

Best Hybrid Publication | ​Publication that appears in both print and online versions 
1st: U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S., Logan Aimone, adviser 

Best Overall Publication |​ ​Most points regardless of publication type 
1st: U-High Midway, University of Chicago Laboratory H.S., Logan Aimone, adviser 
2nd: The Meridian Daily, Meridian H.S., Sheila Moore, adviser 
3rd: The Purple Clarion, Harrisburg H.S., Cathy Wall, adviser 
HM: Tiger News Today, Herscher H.S., Kerri Robinson, adviser 


